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Shakespeare's 37 plays 
packed into two hours 
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Romney vetoes, union takes action 


Faculty votes ‘“‘work- 
to-rule”’ in protest of 


cut funds 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


After Goy. Mitt Romney nnex- 
pectedly vetoed their funding, on 
Friday, Sept. 17, the NECC faculty 
union on Monday adopted a “work- 
to-mile” protest tactic. 

Romney vetoed the legislative 
bill that would give funding to all 
unions of community colleges. One 
percent of the faculty’s salary was 
negotiated in the year 2002 to take 
place in April 2003. When that time 
arrived, the state’s fiscal situation 
was poor so the funding was post- 
poned. 

The MCCC Board of Directors 
had chosen to go on work-to-rule if 
Romney vetoed the pay increase for 
April 1, 2003, which he did. 

“We don’t know when we will 


ever see the money that 
was owed to us,” said Prof. 
Peter Flynn, president of 
NECC Professional © 
Association, the union that © 
represents all faculty and 
professional staff. 

Work-to-rule will now 
be in effect for the faculty 
union, which means that 
they will still be doing 
their professional jobs but © 
they will not exceed the ~ 
requirements of their con- 
tracts. 

Many faculty members 
do much more than they 
are required to do, for 
instance be a part of more 
than one committee or 
advise student clubs. 

Flynn is currently a 
member of four committees. He is 
part of the Honors Committee, the 
10-year Committee, the Sabbatical 
Committee and the Distance 
Education Committee, from which 
he is now preparing to resign. 

The contract states that a faculty 


Student Center 
undergoes face lift 


Behrakis Center 
renovation aims for 
‘student success’ 


By JOSHUA BROWN 
News Editor 


Northern Essex has experienced 
many renovations on its Haverhill 
campus since last semester. Due to 
reconstruction efforts in the Ourania 
Behrakis student center, things will 
become a little more convenient for 
everyone. 

The student center will take on a 
one stop concept by locating admis- 
sions, assessment, registration, 
financial aid, advising, career devel- 
opment, and the bursar offices into 
one place. 

“This concept of locating every- 
thing in one spot has been linked to 
student success, especially among 


‘disadvantaged’ students,” said Ernie 
Greenslade NECC Director of Public 
Relations. 

The reason for such a drastic 
plan is that the cafeteria had been 
underutilized. The idea of this plan is 
to locate smaller cafes similar to 
Jitters and the new café in the E 
building around high traffic areas 
throughout the campus. With this 
new arrangement students will be 
able to get food more conveniently 
between classes. 

“T think it’s a real good idea. I 
don’t think I have ever used the cafe- 
teria before,” said Logan Blinn stu- 
dent at NECC. 

The student center was con- 
structed in 1971, being one of seven 
buildings included in NECC original 
campus. These renovations were 
made pessible through a generous 
donation from the family of Ourania 
Behrakis, a Lowell native who 
served on the college’s Board of 
Trustees from 1984 until her death in 
1995. 
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Lauren Carroll phiceo 
Prof. Peter Flynn displays his “work-to-rule” 
attire he plans to distribute to union members. 


member is required to work 42-45 
hours a week teaching, holding office 
hours, doing college service and 
advising students. 

Paul Bevilacqua, vice president 
of academic affairs, doesn’t think 
that work-to-rule will affect the col- 


lege. 

“I think that we will 
get away with minimal 
impact on our students,” 
said Bevilacqua. 

Flynn disagrees great- 
ly, saying that everybody 
will be affected. 

“The enrollment is 
» declining and the full-time 
faculty has decreased,” 
said Flynn. 

The union will ask the 
faculty to “pull-back” on 
their efforts at the school 
in order to exert pressure 
on the president, added 
Flynn. 

“Paul [Bevilacqua] 
will be agonized. He 
prides himself in squeez- 
ing as much work as pos- 
sible out of faculty,’ said Flynn. 
“He’s always scheming ways of 
increasing faculty productivity even 
at the expense of quality.” 

Bevilacqua responded, “There’s 
no scheme here... people sign an 
agreement to be employed at 
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NECC.” 

The AFSCME union has also 
been affected by the Governor’s 
decision to cut higher education 
funding. 

“We had a verbal promise with 
the Speaker of the House and the 
State Senate that we would get fund- 
ing between the dates of July 1, 2003 
to Dec. 31, 2003,” said Tommie 
Corbett, AFSCME union representa- 
tive at NECC. “We were then 
promised again on Jan. 1, 2004 that 
we would get funded. Now the bill 
has been vetoed and we have no 
money, no raise and no contract.” 

The union is aggravated with 
Romney and his efforts to deny fund- 
ing to them. 

“We've stood in picket lines and 
went to the State House. Everyone is 
very angry,” said Corbett. 

The faculty assumes that the leg- 
islature will not take a vote to over- 
ride the veto until January 2005. The 
union will be focusing their attention 
on electing senators and representa- 
tives who support higher education, 
Flynn said. 


A great day for the fair 


Sokhary Sok photo 
Students enjoy the new tables as they learn about different clubs, groups 
and organizations at the Student Activities Fair. More photos, page 10. 
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Federal 


gun 


ban expires 


As of Tuesday Sept. 14 at 12 
a.m. the federal gun ban expired, 
making semi-automatic weapons, 
magazines holding more than 10 
rounds of ammunition, and other 
military-style weapons legal. 

The national ban was put into 
effect 10 years ago when former 
President Bill Clinton was in office. 
Clinton didn’t think it was neces- 
sary for Americans to be able to 
buy assault weapons that were 
“built to kill.” This ban outlawed 
19 kinds of military style weapons 
and semi-automatic rifles, pistols 
and shotguns. 

Now with the election year 
upon us, the issue seems to have 
slipped right through the cracks 
without any action from Congress. 

Massachusetts does have its 
own gun ban, but two of the four 
neighboring states do not, includ- 
ing New Hampshire. Both 
Haverhill and Lawrence lie on the 
border of New Hampshire, making 
it a traffic zone for those who buy 
these weapons and bring them into 
the state. 

People are not going to run out 


and buy these assault weapons off 


the shelf but now they have the 
option to. 


Illegal gun trafficking is almost 
as prevalent and problematic as the 
drug trafficking business. Now that 
these guns are legal in 43 out of the 
50 states, gun trafficking could get 
significantly more prominent in 
Massachusetts. New York and 
Connecticut are the only states that 
border our state to have their own 
state- issued gun ban. 

Americans have the right to 
bear arms, states the second amend- 
ment, but shouldn’t there be a limit 
on what we can bear? There was. 

Americans do not have the right 
to go out and buy tanks or bombs 
but now they can get guns that have 
the same type of killing power. 
People can now own guns that have 
magazines that hold up to 100 
rounds of ammunition. 

How will the expiration of this 
ban affect the communities along 
the border of the states that don’t 
have the gun ban, especially 
Haverhill and Lawrence? 

Who knows how this issue will 
affect the United States and when it 
will get resolved. Or will it contin- 
ue to slip through the cracks in 
evermore paranoid, post 9/11 
America? 
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Roaming Reporter 


What is your opinion of the ban on 
assault weapons expiring? 


Maria Tavera, Business Transfer 
“They should be banned, it’s danger- 
ous. It’s crazy! George Bush should 
have banned it.” 


Randy Dixon, General Studies 

“We probably should have done a vote 
on it. If it’s for the police it’s okay, but 
if it’s for a gang it’s not.” 


Zack Dagostino, Liberal Arts 

“I think that’s really messed up. The 
guns are going to be a little bit more 
widespread.” 


Photos/ Interviews by Lauren Carroll & Kelly Fitzgerald 


Steve Russell, History, Government, 
and Philosophy Department 

“| thought the gun ban was a good 
thing to have. Guns can move rather 
freely. | don’t understand why people 
need those guns.” 


Denise Torrey, General Studies 
“They should definitely look at the 
federal statute on how guns and 
weapons are permitted for sale. 
Different states shouldn’t have so 
many regulations.” 


Jason White, General Studies 

“I don’t think they should be legal. 
Congress should have done 
something.” 
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Asian stereotyping still exists today 


By SOKHARY SOK 
Graphics Editor 


What is the 
classic Asian 
stereotype, you 
may ask? Well, the 
thing is, there is 
not a category of 
what a_ typical 
Asian is or resembles. When people 
think of someone Asian or of Asian 
culture, they usually picture a nerdy 
foreign exchange student or a tourist 
with a camera. 

We have all seen how Asians are 
portrayed in films, literature and tele- 
vision. They look the way people 
expect them to look. Asians are usu- 
ally played by light-skinned perform- 
ers in yellow face, which is an insult 
in my view. | know it seems funny 
when you first see them, but then you 
realize the propaganda and message 
behind the image. 

We are told stories that Asians 
are small or short people with slanted 
eyes and speak with a broken English 
accent. This is not true, but that is 
how America and the world have 
identified them. 

There is not a character chart that 
states an Asian person has to be this 
way or that way. You just cannot cat- 
egorize what an Asian is or should 
be. Standards are different from 
country to country. Those who are 
from Southeast Asia are not going to 
resemble someone from Laos or 
Vietnam. Even though the Asian cul- 
ture is growing, it does not mean we 
Should still be subjected to the slang 
or terminology of what an Asian per- 
son is precisely. 

I am Asian but it does not mean 


All letters must be sane and include a phone number for verification. Email submis- 
sions should include “Letter to Editor’ in the subject line or risk not being received by the — 


Observer email system. 


I have slanted eyes, and I’m definite- 
ly not a tourist of any sort. People 
believe that because we were born 
Asian that we are all good at math 
and science, and that we will all grow 
up to be successful. Every Asian is 
not good at these skills. We will not 
all be rich or successful and become 
doctors. But those who cannot com- 
prehend just assume that we will 
become successful because of our 
origins. 

Many Asians do live to the 

stereotype and are successful, but 
that does not define us all. I like 
being intelligent but I also know 
when to relax. The younger Asians 
want to be able to relate to others in 
their age group so they begin to 
dress, talk and so on, just to fit in. I 
prefer not to follow the crowd, and I 
suppose I do tend to live up to the 
stereotype of carrying or having a 
camera with me. | admit that the 
stereotype is not all that pleasing but 
I cannot deny who I am. No one can 
deny who they were born as, but 
many of them do try to hide it. 
All cultures are different, yet there 
are still stereotypes that single out a 
particular group because of physical 
appearance. Asians have battled 
through wars, oppression and dis- 
crimination, but they have survived 
through it all. Being Asian does not 
mean you appear like every other 
Asian. We are not all identical. We 
might have similar beliefs and tradi- 
tions but it does not in anyway imply 
that we are all the same. It would be 
pretty dull and confusing if all Asians 
were similar in every aspect of their 
lives. 

In other countries, which also do 
not understand, Asian men are per- 
ceived as martial arts experts, ninjas, 
or something like that. It is because 
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of what people have seen from Bruce 
Lee or other Asian martial artists. 
The problem is that not every man 
studies or trains in martial arts. Also, 
films often portray Asian men as 
either obsessed with sex or as never 
even having sex. 

It is even more different for the 
Asian woman because she is por- 
trayed as an object of sexuality. 
Women are seen either submissive or 
weak. Asian women are diminished 
and put down for being weak or put 
up on a pedestal for being quintes- 
sential sex machines. 

I have known many men who 
have asked me about an Asian 
woman’s sexuality. How exactly was 


swallow. No pun intended. | under- 
stand that we Asians do tend to eat 
strange or out of the ordinary foods, 
but in different cultures the food 
Asians eat represents the background 
they came from. 

It seems like the Asian standard 
or persona to Americans, or 
whomever, is that Asians are in the 
position of being better than other 
countries or whatever the case may 
be. The truth of the matter is that we 
do strive to enhance ourselves. In 
perspective, it is not because we are 
force into it but because the opportu- 
nities are there for the taken. I, 
myself, strive to improve in what | 
have been given yet people stare at 
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Many Asians do live the stereotype and 
are successful, but that does not define 


us all. 


I going to respond to an inquiry like 
that, | thought to myself. Supposedly, 
it was just the thought of “being” 
with an Asian woman that a man 
would persuade for the answer to it. | 
cannot believe that people are still so 
narrow-minded that they do not real- 
ize that Asians are essentially indi- 
viduals. 

I remember a few years ago, 
when someone asked me if I had ever 
eaten a cat or dog. My only reply to 
that was through a blank stare of sur- 
prise. The stories of Asians eating 
household pets are somewhat hard to 
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me as though I have two heads or 
something. 

The situation does get more com- 
plicated when it comes to stereotypes 
because people cannot differentiate 
between the past and present. 
Every Asian goes through the stereo- 
typical antics of being who they are. 
I cannot help being born Asian and 
others like myself have no choice in 
the matter. So, what exactly is the 
solution to this dilemma? Absolutely 
nothing, because Asians have two 
choices: you can either ignore the 
stereotypes or do something about 


them. The way I see it is, no matter 
how you come across; you are going 
to lose. 

There is not much I can say or 
inform you except of what I know 
and have experienced in my life. It is 
never a pleasant thing to be talked 
down to because of your race. The 
older generations have gone through 
this travesty and their children and so 
on have to experience similar fates. 
The Asian elders understand what it 
feels to be stereotyped, not to men- 
tion the mockery of their physical 
appearance right down to the cloth- 
ing they wore. 

Some Asians, my father includ- 
ed, believe in the stereotypes of 
Asians being successful and that 
Asians will be superior over others 
because we tend to work harder. | 
have heard from folks that the Asian 
stereotype will diminish because 
“our culture” will prevail over others. 
It is closed-minded in more ways 
than realized. 

I don’t agree at all because as 
long as people have the Ist 
Amendment, voices will be heard 
and the bias and stereotypes will con- 
tinue to circulate. 

The new generations of Asians 
are changing with the times and 
even though most things do not 
change rapidly, but they are chang- 
ing steadily. 

The idea of the typical Asian has 
been modified and is perceived in a 
more positive light but stereotypes 
will always be lingering around. I do 
not know exactly what people 
expect of me or of the people from 
my culture. I know one thing for 
sure is that | am who I am, and that 
is not going to change my behavior 
around people. 
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The hip-hop community wants more people to 
register to vote, but are they doing it the right way? 


(KRT) As the presidential elec- 
tion draws closer, an effort to bolster 
the voting power of the hip-hop com- 
munity has intensified. Many influ- 
ential figures of the hip-hop commu- 
nity, including Russell Simmons and 
Sean “P. Diddy” Combs, have used 
their clout to orchestrate large voter- 
registration drives through such orga- 
nizations as the Hip-Hop Summit 
Action Network and Citizen Change, 
respectively. 

Additionally, artists such as 
Mary J. Blige, Monica, Chingy and 


Ashanti, among others, have joined 
forces to record tracks such as “Wake 
Up Everybody” with the same goal 
as Simmons and Combs _ to increase 
voter turnout among young black 
Americans. 

While they should all be com- 
mended for giving their time and 
effort to such a worthy cause, I have 
a few qualms about this “move- 
ment.” 

For one, the emphasis is on voter 
registration rather than voter educa- 
tion. Voting is even more empower- 
ing if you actually understand what’s 


KRT photo 


Outkast member, Andre3000 shakes hands at the 
Democratic National convention in Boston. 


going on in the political world before 
you enter the voting booth. A voter 
registration card is the first step. 

The second, and arguably the 
more important, is to become educat- 
ed on the candidates and the issues. 

Perhaps in the same way we 
learned to walk, we can simply craw] 
and make baby steps until we learn to 
stand on our own two feet. However, 
as pertinent as this year’s election is, 
do we really have that kind of time? 
Already, it appears that these efforts 
are likely to display the same prob- 
lem that plagues much of hip-hop: 
elevating image over substance. 

Voting is being made out to be 
the latest trend in hip-hop, and most 
trends die. The now- infamous “Vote 
or Die” campaign by Combs and 
Citizen Change employs the same 
flashy marketing tactics that Combs 
uses to promote his Bad Boy artists. 
Likewise, Simmons’ Hip Hop 
Summit Action Network stages con- 
certs and summits with a bevy of hip- 
hop’s top stars to bring awareness to 
the cause. 

While their methods do garner 
attention, what is going to keep us 
interested in politics after the elec- 
tion? What is being said about the 
specific issues that affect our com- 
munity by the artists promoting vot- 
ing? So far, nothing at all. 

This brings me to another prob- 
lem: Many of these artists, including 
P.Diddy, Mary J. Blige, Monica and 
Andre 3000, have all admittedly 
voted only once or never at all. 
Maybe it’s the cynic in me, but | find 
it difficult to relate to the people 
stressing the importance of voting 
who have not practiced what they 
preach. 


Do you need stamps? 

What about a bus pass? 
Is there a place on campus to store my books? 
Where can I get a college ID card? 
What opportunities are available at the college? 
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P. Diddy at the Democratic National Convention in 
Boston, showing off his shirt. 


While everyone’s heart may be 
in the right place, the current 
methodology may ultimately do 
more harm than good. 

During the late 1980s, hip-hop, 
specifically acts such as Public 


Enemy, instilled a sense of black 
pride in the listener. Unfortunately, 
what was then viewed as a movement 
is now looked upon as a fad. 


The answer to all these questions and more are found at 
the NECC Student Activities and 
Orientation Department. 


You'll find balloons, bus passes, stamps, discount movie 
tickets and more, all at low prices, you may even geta 


free meal, just for stopping by! 


Open Monday — Friday 9am — 4pm, 
evenings by appointment 


Haverhill Campus — Sport & Fitness Center, D117 


Lawrence Campus — Dimitry Building Room 1 oo 


Tel: 978 556 3731 
Or check us at on the web at: 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/student/student_activities.shtmI 
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There is only one reason to vote 
John Kerry: Get Bush Jr. out! 


By PAUL JACOB BROWN 
Contributing Reporter 


There are many reasons | plan 
on voting for John Kerry as our 
next president in November. The 
first reason is that | want Bush Jr. 
out of office; the second reason 
is...well, I want Bush Jr. out of 
office. The third reason would be 
redundant because I think you 
already know what I’m going to 
say. 

1 wish I had to vote for Kerry 
other than deposing an aging Yale 
frat boy from a seat of power he 
never earned. But I can’t think of 
anything. Maybe it’s because | 
don’t look at Kerry as an archetyp- 
al superhero like | naively envi- 
sioned Clinton to be when I was 
14. This also might result from 
examining the offerings for elec- 
tion anno 2004. Returning for the 
reins of the nation, we have 
Republican George W. Bush, a 
president who mangles the English 
language just enough so that legal 
age voters can understand him. If 
only functional illiteracy were his 
sole crime instead of being a cor- 
porate puppet for Dick Cheney and 
violating human rights in the iron- 
ic defense of freedom with Donald 
Rumsfeld. In the middle ground of 
the Independent party, we have 
Gary “Who? I repeat, who?” 
Corbett relieving Ralph Nader of 


his post this year. I was originally 
opting to vote for Nader, but I 
decided to give it to Kerry instead, 
oddly two months before it came 
out that GOP were 
helping out Nader 
with his campaign 
money. Nader has 
since become, in 
my opinion, a sell- 
out expletive delet- 
ed that ends with 
“bag”. 

Finally, in the 
Democratic camp, 
we have John F. 
Kerry, vying for 
the coveted slot of 
commander in 
chief. John Kerry 
served in Vietnam, 
played in a rock 
band, changed your 
tire on the shoulder 
of 1-93, walked 
your dog, etc.. Other 
than his time in Vietnam, every- 
thing else on the resume couldn’t 
persuade you to cast a vote his 
way. That last line rhymes, but 
without reason. 

Kerry however has been 
unwittingly creating reasons why 
you shouldn’t vote for him over the 
last few months. He’s contradicted 
himself in the press too many 
times, but a politician making con- 
tradictory statements is like a dog 
doing it’s business on a tree, not 


totally unusual even if unsightly. 
He’s ashamed of the Vietnam tray- 
esty/He’s proud of his time in 
Vietnam; he opposes gay mar- 


riage/now in favor/indecisive 
about gay marriage; he won't 
accept the nomination in Boston at 
the DNC/he will accept the nomi- 
nation in Boston at the DNC. At 
least Boston City Hall can make a 
decision and stick with it, no mat- 
ter how destructive it will be on 
election day. 

Here’s why I wrote this piece. 
The Democratic National 
Convention held in Boston was 
from July 26-29 in order for the 
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Democrats to have their day, and 
for Kerry to receive their blessings, 
everyone else native to the area 
sufferred. 1-93 shut down in the 
afternoon, when 
tush hour is still 
in progress; 
MBTA’s North 
Station closed 
while DNC par- 
tygoers literally 
get a free ride 
from our transit 
system. Local 
businesses like 
Mark Pasquale’s 
Halftime Pizza 
was hit in the 
pocket because 
of road closings 
in that area. 
According to the 
Boston Herald, 
the convention 
was slated to 
bring in revenues 
of up' to $154 million. The prob- 
lem is, because of the measures the 
city of Boston took to ensure the 
safety of the pampered few, the 
losses in revenue might just eclipse 
the projected earnings of this four- 
day event. Suddenly, wanting to 
get Bush Jr out of the White house 
seems infinitesimal. 

I guess my biggest concern is 
that there will be a backlash come 
November. I think a lot of 
Massachusetts voters will let their 


anger be known when they grip 
that felt tip marker in their hands 
and complete the arrow next to 
Bush Jr.’s name inside the booth. 
If there were ever a state where a 
Democratic candidate needed some 
votes, it would be Massachusetts. 
The unwavering support they 
receive from us is second only to 
the Red Sox, another organization 
that has had people stick by them 
through the worst of it. 

But shutting down roads, 
interfering with commerce and 
such just so the DNC can get on 
with it’s pageantry is spitting on 
the very people who support 
Democrats. Kerry should’ve been 
more careful with a lot of things 
this year. What he said and how 
consistent it is in the press; stick- 
ing with a crucial decision from the 
outset; creating reasons to give him 
our vote that aren’t vapid in con- 
ception. But more importantly, 
Kerry should’ve throttled some 
people in his party for bringing the 
DNC to an area that could cost him 
key votes when the campaign trail 
reaches its end. 

When it’s over, despite the 
madness and illogical decisions 
plaguing the Kerry campaign, I 
will still vote for him when I get 
into the booth. I just wish I had a 
better reason, a real reason. That’s 
all. 


“ak r, 
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S | “3 00 PER SEMESTER 
LEARN /IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


Prog ram}. UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


Walk-In For An Interview At The UPS Employment Office In The Career Development Center 


Haverhill Campus ¢ C Building * 3° Floor » Room 300 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 11 AM to 1 PM * Wednesdays Noon to 2 PM 


OR 


Set Up An Appointment With Your Northern Essex Community College 
On-Campus Recruiter, Call Our Phone Mail: 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Enrique (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4066 


www.upsjobs.com 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS and the UPS brandmark are registered trademarks of United Parcet Service of America, Inc. Al rights reserved. 
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New internship for students 


Broadcast students 
can get a taste of the 
field with internship 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


NECC is offering a new intern- 
ship program for all broadcast stu- 
dents. This is the first year NECC 
has offered an internship for these 
students. 

This new program allows stu- 
dents majoring in broadcast to work 


No more 


NATHAN THOMAS 
Contributing Reporter 


The NECC Alumni Association’s 
commemorative brick fundraiser has 
ended after a seven-year run of pro- 
viding engraved immortality for 
merely $50. The walk of fame out- 
side the library’s main entrance start- 
ed in June of 1997, since selling 547 


total bricks. Approximately half of 


this budget paid for implementation, 
the engraved bricks themselves and 
materials. The other half, or approx- 


Student 
Senate 
Needs 

You! 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 

eMeet other students! 
eFree giveaways! 
eMeet the college 
administration! 
eLooks good on 
resume! 

eTrip to Cape Cod! 


at a radio, television or cable televi- 
sion facility and earn three credits 
that go towards the student’s degree. 

“It’s a good way to see if what 
you like or what you think you like 
would make a good career and to see 
if there is a marriage,” said Fred 
Miller, faculty coordinator of cooper- 
ative education. 

Students are required to commit 
180 hours of their time as an intern 
during the course of one semester. At 
the end of the semester, students will 
earn three credits as well as a grade 
that goes onto their transcripts as if 
they took a class 

“This internship program gives 
students actual experience and expo- 


sure to the field that they are interest- 
ed in,” said Marissa Galante, job 
developer of cooperative education. 
“It’s a great opportunity to get an 
experience with what you are study- 
ing.” 

Miller establishes goals for the 
students to attain as they work as 
interns, and the students attain their 
own personal goals. Each student 
will have a one-on-one meeting with 
Galante to discuss their personal 
goals they plan on achieving. 

When students complete the pro- 
gram, Galante will then help them 
update their resumes with their new 
experiences and involvement in the 
broadcasting field. 


Currently there are five students 
participating in this program and are 
assigned to radio stations. The stu- 
dents go to the stations as if they are 
attending a real job although they do 
not get paid on a regular basis for 
their work. 

Four of the five students who are 
enrolled as interns were former stu- 
dents of Miller, who teaches a broad- 
cast news class at NECC. Miller 
spent 40 years of his life dedicated to 
his job as a news broadcaster. 

“The industry was good to me so 
I want to give back,” said Miller. 
“We need a new bunch to take over 
when the old guys retire. When that 
happens, we’ve accomplished our 


goal.” 

Tom Bergeron, the commence- 
ment speaker at NECC’s 2004 gradu- 
ation, is a man Miller speaks highly 
of. Bergeron was a former student of 
NECC and when he left Haverhill his 
life picked up speed. He became the 
host of Hollywood Squares as well as 
America’s Funniest Home Videos. 

“I hope Tom Bergeron will rub 
off on the current crop of students we 
have here,” added Miller. 

For anyone interested in follow- 
ing in Bergeron’s footsteps, the 
internship program could be a solid 
way to start 


chiseling bricks as fundraiser ends 


imately 20$ per brick, raised over 
$10,000 in student scholarships, 
according to Alumni Association 
estimates. 
“Returning students are eligible for 
$500, and we generally give six to 10 
of these a year,” said the Alumni 
Association’s director Libby Jensen. 
“There are also four scholarships 
available to local high school seniors, 
but they have to be nominated by an 
alumnus. The scholarship can be 
renewed in the spring if you meet the 
requirements,” Jensen continued. 
The brick inscriptions vary up to 
three lines of 15 characters each. The 


Student Senate 
Positions Now 
Available 


Are you interested in getting involved on 


campus? 


Are you interested in learning more about 


parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 

Senate is now looking 
for 15 interested stu- 
dents to get involved. 
The time commitment 
is minimal, and the 

requirements include: 


Attending weekly videoconference 


meetings 


Participating in other meetings, as 


needed 


Interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


credits. 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department for 


more information. 


messages can be just about anything, 
but tend to include: births, deaths, 
graduation and other varied congrat- 
ulations, to the ultimate act of eternal 
ego: the donors own name. (“Gerard 
Sevigny” is on four bricks in a row, 
spanning at least 2 years.) 

The masonry behind the final 75 
bricks was provided by four Whittier 
Vocational-Technical High School 
students. In front of the library, a 
foot from the stairs, stood three of 
them huddling over one stooped at- 
task. 

Armed with a hammer, this lone 
worker viciously attacked his barely- 


embedded chisel in futility. A sturdy 
man of obvious blue-collared stature, 
who was also watching intently, 
came from the sidelines and inter- 
vened with a smile. 

“You have to come in at an angle, or 
you get no leverage,” the man said as 
he doled an effortless-yet-powerful 
whack, fragmenting old concrete. 
He had their undivided attention. 

Joe Gallant, resident mason at 
“The Voc,” was teaching this mixed 
group of four juniors and seniors 
hands-on. The trade skill at the foun- 
dation of this program is, ironically, 
another lesson taught on campus. 


“You can’t expect to show them 
this stuff in a book in the classroom 
and have them learn it,” Gallant said. 

The fundraiser, which ran from 
June 1997 through this past August, 
is the brainchild of Boise-based Fund 
Raisers LTD. The company, special- 
izing in providing automation and 
documentation to this turnkey brick 
program, prices its services from 
$175 to $1475 according to the web- 
site. The site further asserts former 
clients include small schools like 
ours, to the massive arenas like the 
L.A. Lakers home court, The Staples 
Center. 


Month of Welcome 
Activities 


Wednesday, September 8 


4) 


Monday, September 13 
12-1PM Back to School Game & Prizes—LAW 


Tuesday, September 14 
11-1PM Creative Names—LAW 


Monday, September 20—HAV 
Wednesday, September 22—LAW 
11-1PM College Life & Campus Services Fair 


11-1PM Airbrush Art—LAW 


Thursday, September 9 
11-1PM Teddy Bear Day—both campuses 


Sy 
as 


Monday, September 27—LAW 
Wednesday, September 29—HAV 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Tel: 978 556 3731 Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center, D11 
Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 


12-1PM Making College Count 


Sponsored by College Life & Healthy Living Unit, Student Activities & Orientation Department. 
For more information, contact Student Activities & Orientation at 978-738-7417. 
To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978-556-3897 (V/ TTY). 
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Over 40 colleges to 
attend Transfer Day 


Representatives from over 
forty colleges and universities 
will be on the Haverhill campus 
of Northern Essex Community 
College on Wednesday, Oct. 20, 
from 9:30 a.m. to | p.m. as part of 
Transfer College Day. 

Many Northern Essex stu- 
dents transfer to four-year institu- 
tions and Transfer College Day 
was designed to give those stu- 
dents the opportunity to meet with 
admissions representatives from 
four-year public and private insti- 
tutions that are eager to recruit 
them. The representatives will 
provide information on program 
offerings, transfer requirements, 
financial aid, scholarships and 
other issues. 

This event, which is free and 
open to the public, will be held in 
the Sports & Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. For more 
information, please call the 
Northern Essex Community 
College Academic Advising 
Center at 978-556-3440. 


ATM relocated next 


to Security Office 


The campus ATM machine 
has been relocated from the 
Student Center (F Building) to 
Spurk (C Building) outside of the 
Security Office in the lobby. The 
machine was expected to be oper- 
ational on Sept. 21. 


Notetakers are sought 
to assist students 


Learning Accommodations 
Center is seeking notetakers to take 
notes for students with documented 
disabilities. Notetakers are paid an 
honorarium of up to $125 per class. 
Notetakers can sign up each 
semester for classes they are 
enrolled in or during their free time 
to take notes for students with doc- 
umented disabilities. Those inter- 
ested should contact the Learning 
Accommodations Center located in 
the Conference Area of Bentley 
Library. 


Health series offered 


for employees 


This semester begins the first 
of a monthly series on your 
health, offered by Rob Parker, 
coordinator of the Wellness & 
Fitness Center and Sport & 
Leisure Studies. 

The program is open to all 
employees of the college and will 
be held monthly on Mondays 
from 12:00-1:00 p.m. in B136, 
The Teaching and Learning 
Center. 

A complete list of dates and 
topics is available online at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/depart 
ments/ofsd/wellnessprograms.sht 
ml. 

Pre-registration is not 
required. Feel free to bring a 
lunch. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 


observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Sept. 22, 2004 


Lab enhances all 


students’ learning in 


education programs 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


A new teaching lab has been cre- 
ated for students who are in the 
Early Childhood and Elementary 
Education programs. In part of the 
Carnegie Project, which incorpo- 
rates students in integrative learning, 
the lab was designed to resemble a 
pre-school/elementary school class- 
room. It was put together to help stu- 
dents get used to the environment 


and enhance their learning. 


“We wanted to take theory from 
lectures and texts and bring it to 
practice,” said Jennifer Hawrylciw, 
coordinator of the elementary pro- 


gram. 
The room is decorated with 


bright and colorful rug and book- 
shelves full of math, science and lan- 
guage activities that line the walls. 
There are also child-size red and 
white table and chairs, and a rack 


filled with children’s books. 
“We’ve tried very 


Childhood — and 
Elementary 
Education _ pro- 
grams have very 
strong numbers in ®* 
enrollment. In oe 
the E.C.E  pro- 
gram there are 
250 students and 
in the E.ED pro- 
gram there are 
150 students. 
“Our educa- 
tion programs are 
definitely grow- 
ing. With new 
mandates and the 
predicted teach- 
ing shortage, the 
need for teacher 


education has 
never been 
greater,” said 
Grondine. 


In past years 


very limited for 
these — students. 
Their classroom 


a 


was originally in C-318 where space 
was very tight. Now the class is in 
C-301 where there are windows and 
plenty of space for the students and 


Lauren E. Carroll photo 


The new lab was created to resemble a classroom for pre-schoolers 
space has been and elementary school children. 


the movable trapezoid tables and 
office chairs. 

“Space has always been an issue 
but the administrative support has 
been great,” said Hawrylciw. “We 

really needed the space.” 


“Now I can teach my students in 
a more realistic and authentic set- 
ting where they can utilize all the 
materials,” said Hawrylciw. 

As the students and faculty 
make use of the new classroom, the 


hard to make this Hawrylciw has been education teachers will be surveying 
model classroom SSS Sean eae interested in classroom them and making recommendations 
look like an early design. She has seen for improvements for their new set- 
childhood _ setting,” many different classrooms __ ting. 

said Ellen Grondine, We wanted to take theory from as she has been an ele- “It’s not utopia but it is great,” 
director of human mentary school teacher said Hawrylciw. She conceded that 


service programs. “It 
will allow students 
and faculty to demon- 
strate and practice in 
a classroom setting.” 

Both Early 


lectures and texts and bring it to 
practice. 
-Jennifer Hawrylciw 


a better place will need to be made 
for future classes, but for now the 
department is more than happy with 
their new room. 


for six years and taught 
kindergarten through fifth 
grades. When the sup- 
plies cam for the new 
room she said it was like a 
holiday. 


Transfer Day at 


NECC 


Representatives from over 
forty colleges and universities 
will be on the Haverhill campus 
of Northern Essex Community 
College on Wednesday, October 
20, from 9:30 a.m. to | p.m. as 
part of Transfer College Day. 

Many Northern Essex stu- 
dents transfer to four-year insti- 
tutions and Transfer College 
Day was designed to give those 
students the opportunity to meet 
with admissions representatives 
from four-year public and pri- 
vate institutions that are eager to 
recruit them. The representa- 
tives will provide information 
on program offerings, transfer 
requirements, financial aid, 
scholarships and other issues. 
Participating schools include 
state colleges from 


Massachusetts New Hampshire, 
and Maine as well as many pri- 
vate institutions such as Boston 
University, Northeastern 
University, Simmons College, 
and Merrimack College. 
Transfer College Day will high- 
light transfer opportunities for 
both full-time and part-time stu- 
dents. 

This event, which is free and 
open to the public, will be held 
in the Sports & Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill campus. 

For more information, 
please call the Northern Essex 
Community College 

Academic Advising Center 
at 978-556-3440. 


Do you need stamps? 
What about a bus pass? 
Is there a place on campus to store my books? 
Where can | get a college ID card? 
6 What opportunities are available at the college? 


The answer to all these questions and more are found at 


% © the NECC Student Activities and 
nt. 


Orientation Department 
You'll find balloons, bus passes, stamps, discount movie 


. tickets and more, all at low prices, you may even get a 
‘~ tree meal, just for stopping by! 


Student Activities & 
Orientation 


Open Monday — Friday 9am — 4pm, 
evenings by appointment 


Haverhill Campus — Sport & Fitness Center, 0117 


Lawrence Campus — Dimitry Building Room 33 


Tel: 978 556 3731 
Or check us at on the web st: 


_ 


Sanaa oF 


Online 


yea) i(s4eg One click. Zero commute. 


Massachusetts 
Colleges 


Pw TRCO.MaSS. CG 


Massachusetts Colleges Online brings aver 
700 courses and Mephis credit programs 
ranging from certificates to master's degrees 
to your Canpuner, 


Thase courses are offered by the 24 state and 
communzy colleges In Massachusetts at the 
low-cost state takin Fates. 


Visit the Mass Colleges Online website at 
wwwnesmass.edu to learn more about this 


SxCRINE OPPOrTizilty, 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Bush has edge in NH, 


latest poll reports 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) A new 
poll puts President Bush ahead of 
Democrat John Kerry in the swing 
state of New Hampshire. 

The Mason-Dixon poll for 
MSNBC and Knight-Ridder has 
Bush at 49 percent and Kerry at 40 
percent. The poll of 625 likely vot- 
ers was conducted Monday through 
Wednesday. It had a margin of error 
of plus or minus 4 percentage 
points. 

The poll said 11 percent chose 
other candidates or were unsure. 

The new poll contradicts last 
month’s poll of 600 likely voters by 
the American Research Group, 
which found 49 percent chose 
Kerry and 42 chose Bush. The mar- 
gin of error was 4 points. Seven 
percent of the respondents were 
undecided and two percent chose 
Ralph Nader. 

In 2000, Bush won New 
Hampshire by 7,200 votes, just over 
one percentage point. New 
Hampshire has four electoral votes. 


Weary Floridians wait 
in line for supplies 


PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) 
Relief workers fanned out across 
Florida and Alabama to hand out 
ice, water and meals to weary vic- 
tims of Hurricane Ivan who face 
another day Sunday of digging 
through debris and waiting hours 
in lines for basic supplies. 

Tempers were beginning to 
flare days after Florida's third 
deadly storm in weeks, as some 
frustrated residents tried to return 
to neighborhoods along coastal 
areas that had been evacuated and 
sealed off. 

“They won't even let me go in 
there and look for my underwear,” 
said Roy Butgereit, resident of the 
Grande Lagoon Lake subdivision 
in Pensacola. 

More than a million people 
were without power across 13 
states, leaving those in Florida's 
Panhandle and Alabama's Gulf 
Coast to sweat it out without air 
conditioning. At a Pensacola shop- 
ping center, people waited in cars 
or on foot for hours Saturday to 
receive necessities from Florida 
National Guard troops. 


Smoky bars worse for 
lungs than than fumes 
on city streets 


TRENTON, N.J. (AP) If 
you're wondering whether a 
smoky bar or a city street filled 
with diesel truck fumes is more 
harmful to your health, you might 
want to skip your next happy hour. 

Smoky bars and casinos have 
up to SO times more cancer-caus- 
ing particles in the air than high- 
ways and city streets clogged with 
diesel trucks at rush hour, accord- 
ing to a study that also shows 
indoor air pollution virtually dis- 
appears once smoking is banned. 
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Three employees receive 
performance recognition 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


Linda Comeau, Teri Alquist and 
Marissa Galante were the recipients 
of the Performance Recognition 
Award this quarter. This award is 
given out four times a year to three 
employees of the college. 

According to President David 
Hartleb, he has been giving out these 
awards for about six or seven years. 

“I felt we needed to improve 
moral and show consideration for 
those who work here,” said Hartleb. 

Besides the recognition for their 
hard work, the recipients also receive 
a $100 gift certificate to their 
favorite restaurant or mall as well as 
the parking spot reserved next to the 
president for a month. Above their 
parking spot a sign reads “Reserved 


for the Employee of the Month.” 

The $1,200 a year used for this 
award is funded by the school’s bud- 
get. 

“I’m excited to have a reserved 
parking spot,” said Galante, job 
developer of cooperative education. 

President Hartleb chose the 
receptors from the nominations that 
were written by their co-workers. 

Comeau’s colleagues wrote in 
high praise about her performance 
here at NECC saying that she has a 
meticulous work ethic that is an 
inspiration to all, that she is dedicat- 
ed to the college and for her close 
interactions with students. 

Comeau is the associate director 
for the admission’s office at the 
Lawrence Campus. She has been an 
employee at the school for 21 years. 

Co-workers of Galante wrote to 


the President that she “demonstrated 


a remarkable ability to handle every- 
thing that comes her way with the 
greatest ease and ability.” 

“IT was honored. This is a great 
tribute to the Career Development 
Center,” said Galante. 

Other colleagues noted that she 
pays great attention to student chal- 
lenges and the diversity among the 
students on campus. 

Galante has been an employee at 
the school since 1997. 

Almquist is an audio-visual 
equipment technician in the Deaf 
Studies Program. She was praised 
on her effort of going “above and 
beyond the call of duty” and for pro- 
viding stability for the program. 
Almquist has been with the school 
since 1998. 

“This is a small token to say 
thank you to good people,” said 
Hartleb. 


Students are cost conscious 
when choosing colleges 


By RoBert M. Cook 
Associated Press 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) When 
Demetri Kouloheras was thinking 
about where he wanted to go to col- 
lege this fall, the University of New 
Hampshire wasn't his first choice. 

Initially, the freshman from 
Tyngsboro, Mass. wanted to also 
consider private colleges like 
Holycross in Worcester, Mass., 
Hamilton University in New York 
and Bowdoin College in Maine. But 
when he received his financial aid 
packet back from those schools, his 
parents knew there 
was no way they 
could foot the bill 
for $30,000 to 
$40,000 each year. 

“It definitely 
came down to the 
financial aspect of 
thin gosiae 
Kouloheras said 
just two weeks into 
his freshman year 
at UNH. 

On a national scale, students 
who come from low-to-moderate- 
income families are making similar 
choices, according to the Institute 
for Higher Education Policy, a non- 
profitthink tank in Washington, D.C. 
In a research paper published last 
year, the Institute notes that the 
“apparent inability of financial aid 
(especially grants) to match the pace 
of rising tuition is central to discus- 
sions about student choice, since 
financial factors routinely constrain 
student choices.” 

Some of the group’s findings 
showed more freshmen were attend- 
ing public two-year community col- 
leges than other schools. 

College tuition has escalated for 
nearly 20 years. While the federal 
government has increased the 
amount of financial aid dollars each 
year, it has not kept up with tuition 
increases. 

A growing number of students 
and parents are now also getting 
loans from private banks to make up 


the difference between the federal 
and state financial aid they receive, 
plus their family contribution. 
According to several college finan- 
cial aid directors in New 
Hampshire, Maine and other states, 
that gap is widening each year. 

Even public schools like the 
University of New Hampshire in 
Durham, Plymouth State College 
and the University of Maine-Orono 
that were once viewed as great bar- 
gains on the higher-education mar- 
ket are losing their edge. 

For the 2004-05 school year that 
began this September, in-state fresh- 
men at UNH will pay nearly 


Oe ae MER 


More freshmen are attending public 
two-year community colleges than 
other schools. 


$14,000 a year for their tuition, 
room and board. Out-of-state fresh- 
men will pay more than $24,000. 
For a four-year degree, it could cost 
almost $100,000 for out-of-state 
students. 

In-state freshmen at Plymouth 
State University will pay $10,842, 
while out-of-state freshmen will pay 
more than $17,200 a year. At Colby 
Sawyer College, in New London, 
costs this year are $32,260. 

College financial aid directors 
and higher education advocates are 
concerned about students’ heavy 
reliance on loans in part because the 
more they borrow, the greater the 
risk they could default. 

In the last few years, the federal 
government, state agencies, banks 
and other student loan grantors have 
launched several programs to help 
students avoid defaulting on their 
loans. According to several indica- 
tors, those efforts are paying off. For 
the fourth year in a row, the New 
Hampshire Higher — Education 


Assistance Foundation, the state's 
student loan guarantor, has ranked 
among the nation's top three guaran- 
tors recording the lowest student 
loan default rates. 

According to the Advisory 
Committee on Student Financial 
Assistance, cost prevents 48 percent 
of all college-qualified, low-income 
high school graduates from attend- 
ing a four-year college and 22 per- 
cent from pursuing any college at 
all. Students from middle-income 
families also are suffering. 
According to the committee, 43 per- 
cent cannot attend a four-year 
school and 16 percent are unable to 
attend a communi- 
ty college. 

The College 
Board in 
Princeton, N.J., a 
nonprofit group 
that monitors 
available financial 
aid and _ tuition 
rates, reports that 
the average tuition 
at a public four- 
year college 
nationwide is more than $4,000, 
which represents a 9.6 percent 
increase over last year. Private col- 
lege or university tuition averages 
more than $18,000, which repre- 
sents a 5.8 percent increase. During 
the last 10 years, after adjusting for 
inflation, average tuition and fees at 
private and public colleges and uni- 
versities have risen 38 percent. 

Martha Holler, a spokeswoman 
for Sallie Mae, one of the nation's 
largest education lenders with a 
portfolio of $72 billion of student 
loans, agrees the federal govern- 
ment needs to provide more finan- 
cial aid and increase the amount of 
money students can borrow from 
federal loans at each grade level. 

If students could access more 
financial aid and didn't have to bor- 
row as much money to pay for 
tuition, Holler said, students could 
attend the college of their choice 
because the price wouldn't be a lim- 
iting factor. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Despite unrelenting 
violence, Iraq’s Allawi 
pledges elections 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) Even 
as grisly videos of beheadings by 
militants surfaced in recent days, 
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi insist- 
ed that elections will go ahead as 
scheduled in January and will be a 
“major blow” to the insurgency. 

Despite signs of continuing 
instability, U.S. and Iraqi comman- 
ders have been claiming some suc- 
cess against militants waging a 17- 
month campaign to undermine 
Allawi's interim government and 
force the United States and its 
allies out of Iraq. 

But last week, U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan warned there 
could not be “credible elections if 
the security conditions continue as 
they are now.” ‘ 

But Allawi, who spoke with 
reporters after a meeting with 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
in London, said his interim govern- 
ment was determined “to stick to 
the timetable of the elections,” 
which are due by Jan. 31. 


North Korea accuses 
US of double standard 
on nuclear policy 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
South Korea insisted Saturday it 
will never develop nuclear 
weapons, but North Korea ruled 
out dismantling its weapons pro- 
gram or resuming negotiations 
unless U.S. drops its policy of 
“double standards” on the two 
countries’ activities. 

North Korea has seized on a 
recent South Korea acknowledg- 
ment of a plutonium-based nuclear 
experiment years ago, linking it 
with its own nuclear efforts and a 
tough stand in six-nation negotia- 
tions the United States is pushing 
to get North Korea to end its 
nuclear weapons program. 

Seoul’s revelations threatened 
to disrupt already troubled efforts 
to persuade Pyongyang to end its 
nuclear efforts. 

In a statement on its official 
news agency, KCNA, North Korea 
said the United States was ignoring 
the nuclear activities of its allies 
while trying to pressure the North 
to give up its nuclear capability. 


Thousands of Colobian 
Indians protest war 

SANTANDER DE QUILICHAO, 
Colombia (AP) In the biggest gath- 
ering ever of Colombian Indians, 
tens of thousands of Indians 
marched last week in a violence- 
wracked region to protest attacks 
against Indians and a free-trade 
pact pursued by Washington. 

Colombia's war, now in its 40th 
year, pits the U.S.-backed military 
and a handful of outlawed right- 
wing paramilitary groups against 
two leftist rebel armies. Civilians, 
including the nation's 800,000 
Indians who live in the Andes 
Mountains and jungles, are often 
caught in the middle, and pay a 
price. in blood. 
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TRANSFER COLLEGE DAY 2004 


Sponsored by 
The Academic Advising Center 
and 
The PACE Program 


Wednesday, October 20, 2004 
9:30am - 1:00pm 


Northern Essex Community College 
Sports & Fitness Center 


The following Colleges and Universities will be here 
to provide transfer information and answer questions. 


PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


American Intern'l College 
Becker College 

Boston University 
Bryant College 
Cambridge College 
Champlain College 
Chester College of N.E. 
Clark University 

Curry College 

Elms College 
Emmanuel College 
Gallaudet University 


Green Mountain College 
lona College 

Johnson & Wales University 
Lasell College 

Lesley University 

Mass. College of Pharmacy 
& Health Sciences 
Merrimack College 
Montserrat College of Art 
Mount Ida College 
Newbury College 

New England College 


Gordon College 


Northeastern University 
Pine Manor College 

Regis College 

Rivier College 

Simmons College 
Springfield College 

Suffolk University 

Teikyo Post University 
Union Institute & University/ 
Vermont College 
Wentworth Inst. of Tech. 
Western New England College 
Wheelock College 


MASSACHUSETTS STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


Bridgewater State College 
Fitchburg State College 
Framingham State College 


UMass-Boston 
UMass-Dartmouth 
UMass-Lowell 


UMass-AmherstMass. 


College of Liberal Arts 
Salem State College 
Worcester State College 


NEW HAMPSHIRE COLLEGES &UNIVERSITIES 


Keene State College 


Southern New Hampshire University 
University of New Hampshire -Durham 
University of New Hampshire- Manchester 


MAINE UNIVERSITIES 


University of Southern Maine 
St. Joseph's College of Maine 


This list is subject to change due to last minute cancellations. 
Academic Advising Center, Haverhill Campus, Room B-201 978-556-3440 
Academic Advising Center, Lawrence Campus, Room L-135 978-738-7423 
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Campus enjoyed Student Activities Fair 


The ever-popular NECC Knight is mobbed by adoring fans at Monday’s Student Activities Fair, including 
Assistant Dean Nita Lamborghini and Maria Hom. 


The sketch artist ponders his subject before he 
begins his masterpiece. 


Students gather information about campus activities at the fair. 


PHOTOS By SOKHARY SOK 


The NECC mascot puts on a cute 
face for the camera. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Who knew Shakespeare’s plays 
could make you laugh so hard 


The Fringe players 
bring Shakespeare to 
life like never before 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


For all those 
» people who 
always believed 
that they could 
never enjoy 
Shakespeare, try 
to catch “The 
Complete Works 
of William 
Shakespeare, 
Abridged.” performed by The Fringe 
Players. Sadly the show is over for 
this year, at least at NECC, but if it 
returns next year it is a must see. 

The three actors that make up the 
Fringe players take all 37 plays, the 
tragedies, the comedies, and the his- 
tories, and pack them into two hours 
of laughter. The kind of laughter that 
literally hurts and causes tears to run 
down your face. 

The three actors, Paul Melendy, 
Mark Morrison, and Matt Carr play 
all of the roles, although poor Paul 
seems to always find himself playing 
the women, from Juliet, Ophelia, and 
even Cleopatra. Paul definitely steals 
the show as Ophelia in Hamlet. For 
those who don’t know Ophelia, she is 
just plain crazy. At one point Paul as 
Ophelia bursts onto stage and busts 
out into a verse of Outkast’s, “Hey 


Ya!” This is not your typical 
Shakespeare. 
They wanted to perform 


“Othello”, but the players tell the 
audience that they are “racially chal- 


Press release photo 


The Fringe players from left to right: 
Mark Morrison, Matt Carr, and Paul Melendy 


lenged” because the main character is 
an African American. So instead they 
decided to just rap the whole play. It 
reminds me of the Beastie Boys, 
right down the beat boxing. 

The players then break 
Shakespeare’s comedies into about 
five minutes. Matt and Mark tell us 
that all of the comedies are pretty 
much the same. So instead of per- 
forming all of them, they will pull 
out what makes each play special. 

Mark and Matt stand in the cor- 
ner and go through each play trying 
to decided what to do. As they read 
the main part of each play Paul runs 
back and forth acting out each part 
they point out. He flies across the 
stage as a fairy from,” A Mid 
Summers Night Dream”, he puts a 
wig on and carries a dummy across 
the stage laughing as, “The Merry 
Wives of Windsor”, but the best one 
was “Pericles”. He stops and realizes 
that he has no idea what that play is 


about. Walking across the stage 
he stops and just says, “Hi I’m 
Pericles.” 

The histories were done as 
a football game. They took the 
crown and did the play by play 
as they went through all of the 
Henry’s, Richard’s and John’s. 

“Macbeth” was acted out § 
in thick Scottish 
“Titus Andronicus” was done 
as a cooking show, a blow up 
Godzilla makes an appearance 
for no reason at all, except 
being the biggest laugh in the 
show. The audience is involved 
as a woman is brought on stage 
to take on the part of Ophelia, 
from “Hamlet”. A_ slightly § 
embarrassed audience member 


accents. 


is asked to come on stage and 


run back and forth. For some 


The 


represent Ophelia’s madness 

audience is then separated into 
four 
Everyone is given their lines and 


parts of Ophelia’s psyche 
soon the place is going crazy 


this is to get the wor 


Ophelia to understand wha 


feeling. All this is for her only line, 


one loud scream 
Finally 
Once they are fini 


they can do it faster 
audience member t 
backwards. So 


please and they do Hamiet 
wards. 


This is this like no other perfor- 


mance of Shakespeare don 
Shakespeare 
tedious. His stories were always 
good, but reading through them was 
more of a chore. The Fringe players 


always seemed so 


change all that. They make it fun. All 
fted actors and worth 
he price of admission. 
amazing job. They recite 
the actual 


three are 


more tha 


They do an 


text, in 


difficult language 


I cannot believe how 


they were able to keep a straight face 
f the skits. In a way it 
ng “Saturday Night 
and all about 
> show really brings 
the 21st century. 


through sor 


hing the audience also 
id understand some of 


est stories ever written. It 


not only give the audience a new 
I ion for the works of William 
Shakespeare, but it will also make 
them laugh till it hurts. 


Press release photo 


reason he runs in the slow A scene from, “Romeo and Juliet,” or possibly “Hamlet.” 


motion Baywatch style. The 
Baywatch runner was there to 


The Summit Cafe closes its doors 
we 


The Summit was not only a safe-haven 
for young people but it also gave local 
bands a great opportunity to perform. 


Local venue for up 
and coming bands 
closes its doors 


By JOSH VIVEIROS 
Contributing Reporter 


The Summit Café in Derry, NH 
decided to close its doors forever on 
Sunday, Sept. 12th. It was a sad day 
in the town of Derry and for many 
aspiring bands who played there. 

A lot of bands have showcased 
their abilities here. These bands were 
from New England and many other 
locations across the United States. 

“The Summit made our fan base 
bigger,” said Larry Shea lead singer 
and guitarist of the band, Faraway. 
“The crowds at the Summit café were 
a lot different from other crowds 
because it felt so much more person- 


Shea added. ‘ 


Faraway played at The Summit 
for over a year and had many suc- 
cessful shows with other talented 
bands. 

This non-profit organization, run 
by the Salvation Army, opened in 


2000. The café offered people of all 
ages a chance to grab a snack, drink 
and listen to some great local music. 

This café offered a fun and safe 
weekend alternative to the usual 
party, mall, or movie. The Summit 


—_ 


thesummitcafe.com photo 
al; it was so small and compact.” The band Faraway performed at the Summit cafe for 


over a year. They like how it was more personal. 


was not only a safe-haven for many 
young people but it also gave local 
bands a great opportunity to perform 
the music that has made them loved 
by local show-goers. Many of the 
hometown bands would often assist 
new bands with shows to start them 
off on the right foot. 

“We played our first show there 
acoustic,” says Geof Gagnon, gui- 
tarist and singer in the band Ambry. 
“Pretty much everyone in Derry that 
had an eye on the local music scene 
knew The Summit shows coming 


up.” 
The reason for the closing of The 


Summit is due to the fact that the 
owner does not want to be a landlord 
anymore. Instead he wants to open 
his own business in that building. 

The last show, headlined by the 
band Ambry, featured the bands 
Faraway, Easton Legacy, Gone Baby 
Gone, and Sarcasm. Sarcasm, who 
are touring for the greater part of this 
year, are just one of the many bands 
The Summit Café has helped out 
with a show. 

The Summit is looking to relo- 
cate in the near future at an unknown 
location in Derry, NH. 


~~ 


~“ 


vt ] 
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Step inside a ni 


A journey into my 
girls night out at 
the club 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


A Thursday night. No cover 
charge before ten. Whip out the ID, 
get the 21-plus bracelet, and head 
into another dimension. Normal 
rules don’t apply. Start a tab, buy an 
overpriced drink and light up a ciga- 
rette. The night has just begun in the 
club. 

The pounding music, the dark 
and smoky atmosphere, the drinks, 
the sweat and getting too close for 
comfort. We are packed in like sar- 
dines and dancing. Among the sea of 
people I move, dancing without 
rhythm, but still trying. | wonder 
how I got myself into this. Although 
I won't admit it, I’m having a good 
time. Surrounded by friends and 
strangers alike as the strobe lights 
flash. The quick flashes between 
light and dark reminds me of those 
cartoon flip books. These people 
move like robots changing their 
rhythm with each new remix. 
Beware of the dizziness. Random 
people come together driven by the 
lure of the dance. For most of the 
club-going guys it’s all about the 
hook up. It doesn’t matter if the girl 
in question wants to dance. She isn’t 
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given much of a chance. It’s easier to 
just go with the flow, but us girls 
always have a safety net. The safety 
net is called friends. The best and 
usually only escape from the wrath 
of a sweaty guy who suddenly has 
become all hands. 

Girls give each the look. The 
look of, “Get me out of here and far 
away from this guy,” and as friends 
we can read each other, most of the 
time. The best friend swoops in and 
comes to the rescue. Sometimes sac- 
rificing themselves, because now 
they are caught in the dance. Though 
sometimes a little thick-headed, the 
dancing fool eventually gets the hint 
and moves onto his next victim. 

The Omega _ Entertainment 
Complex in Manchester, N.H., is 
where this takes place. I have always 
believed I was not the dance club 


a try. And friends always have a way 
of getting you to go places you nor- 
mally wouldn’t go. 


As | walk through the door I 
enter a world where people speak 
through their movements. There is 
no use trying to speak because no 
one can hear you anyway. People of 
all ages come to the club on this 
night, from high school, college, and 
the over 40 crowd. They seem almost 
out of place. My friend and I make a 
pact that when we are over 40 we 
won’t try to recapture our youth in a 
dance club. The club fills up quickly 
as 11 p.m. approaches. The big dance 
floor downstairs is opened. After a 
few extremely strong drinks and 
maybe a brightly colored shot from 
one of the scantily clad shot girls, it’s 
time to dance. Half dragged by 


AS A Se 


The club is a place to let go of 
inhibitions and be someone else for a 


few hours. 


type. I’m more at home in a smoky 
bar, or at a busy pool hall. Plus I 
don’t like the club music too much. 
I’ve always been more of a rocker 
than a rapper. I also know I can’t 
dance or I’m just way too self con- 
scious, but I guess anything is worth 


friends through the crowd we make 
our way down the ramp into the sea. 
Here is the worst part. Once in the 
middle of the crowd you’re on your 
own. You’re put on the spot. It’s time 
to dance and feel like a fool or stand 
there and look like a fool. But once 


Get a sugar high 


Sugarcult, one of the 
best bands no ones 
really heard of. 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


There are always songs on the 
radio that everyone knows. People 
find themselves singing along to all 
the words, but realizing that they 
have no idea what the song is or who 
Sings it. It is these sometimes, over- 
looked bands that usually turn out to 
be worth looking into it. One such 
band is Sugarcult. 

Sugarcult formed in 1998 in 
Santa Barbara, California. At a city 
college in Santa Barbara, Tim 
Pagnotta, the band’s lead singer, 
songwriter, and guitar player hooked 
up with Airin Older, the bass player, 
and the band’s first drummer, Ben. 
After playing their first gig they met 
up with Marko 72 and found out they 
had a lot in common. Marko had pre- 
viously played in The Ataris, Nerf 
Herder, and Swingin’ Utters. 

They have two albums under 
their belt. “Start static” came out in 


2001, and “Palm trees and power 
lines,” released last April. “Start stat- 
ic” spawned the hit, “Bouncing off 
the walls.” It’s one of those songs that 
pops up in a lot of random movies 
and soon everyone knows the words. 

“I’m bouncing off 

the walls again, 

I’m looking like a fool again, 

I threw away my reputation, 

one more song for 

the radio station.” 

Although the song seems to be 
about a drug addiction it’s the catchy 


chorus that easily drags the masses in. 

In the same spirit as Good 
Charlotte, Sum 41, and Blink 182, 
Sugarcult blends pop, punk, and a lit- 
tle rock to create songs that many 
people can relate too. They sing a lot 
about relationships and just life in 
general. But they do in such a way 
that it keeps you interested through- 
out the whole album. They catchy 
chorus’ are not just fluff and this 


makes Sugarcult a little known band 
that deserves more recognition. 


ght at the club 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo 


A night out with the girls that leaves us with a 
few good stories to reminisce about. 


into the groove and surrounded by 
friends who are going to make danc- 
ing fun, the clubbing experience 
takes a turn. 

Occasionally I get my foot 
stepped on or surprised by some 
faceless guy dancing with me from 
behind. Usually escaping the clutch- 
es without ever seeing their face. It’s 
home of the hook-up, but if you’re 
not careful you get swept away from 
your friends. The best advice | can 
give is to always watch out for your 
friends. Try to keep close because 
sometimes your friend is right 
behind you and then she is gone, 
pulled away by the current. On this 
night in particular one of my friends 
was slowly but surely pulled far 


away from the rest of us. When we 
found her she was extremely happy 
to see us. It could have been “inno- 
cent” dancing that led this guy to pull 
my friend far off into the corner, but 
if you’ve been around a club more 
than once it’s easy to guess what was 
on this boy’s mind. 

The club is all in good fun 
though. It’s a place to let go of inhi- 
bitions and be someone else for a few 
hours. It’s easy to talk or dance with 
people you normally wouldn't give 
the time of day on the street. It’s a 
night out with the girls that always 
leave us with a few good stories to 
reminisce about. 


The first path to 
your big break 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor 


I think most people, even if 
they don’t admit it, want their 
chance at fame and fortune. I 
know | do. But where do we start? 
For me this newspaper is my start 


aa cme 


We all dream 
big and we all 
deserve a shot. 


on the right path. Someday maybe 
I will live in Hollywood working 
as some kind of writer in the 
entertainment business, or maybe 
I'll sell a book and make it to The 
New York Times best seller list. 
We all dream big, and we all 


deserve a shot. So my question to 
the students out there is, are you 
full of talent and wish more peo- 
ple knew? Or is one of your 
friends insanely talented and you 
want the world to know it? 
Whether you are a musician, an 
actor, an artist, a dancer, a writer 
or anything else I’m forgetting let 
me know. 

I want to profile students at 
NECC , and get them the recogni- 
tion they rightfully deserve. 
Everyone needs to start some- 
where, and the wide range of read- 
ers of the NECC Observer is the 
place. So nominate yourself or a 
friend and let everyone see the tal- 
ent out there. Send emails to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. In the 
subject line put, “The first path to 
my big break.” 

Include your name, email 
address, and why you should be 
profiled in the upcoming issue of 
the Observer. Chosen talents will 
be interviewed and photographed, 
and then their profile will be in an 
issue of the Observer. 
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__ Previews of upcoming events here at NECC | 


Prometheus dance 
company performing 
at Haverhill campus 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


In celebration of National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, the 
Prometheus Dance company will be 
performing at the NECC Haverhill 
campus. The performance will take 
place on Oct. 7 at noon in the Bentley 
Library Salon A-B. 

Prometheus Dance is an ensem- 
ble of 10 dancers performing con- 
temporary dance/theatre created by 
the company’s. Artistic Directors 
Diane Arvanites-Noya and Tommy 
Neblett. 

The company was founded in 
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1986 by Ms. 
Noya, and is 
now one of 
Massachusetts’ 
most outstand- 
ing and estab- 
lished modern 
dance compa- 
nies. For the 
past 15 years 
they have con- 
tributed dance 
performances, 
programming, 
and cultural © 
service to the 
community. Y 
The y @& 
rehearse from 
September to 
June and per- 
form both regionally and internation- 
ally. The website describes the 
dances of Prometheus as, “intimate, 


Prome 
articulate, and provocative rumina- 
tions about social issues and psycho- 
logical intricacy.” 


“It’s art that 
makes — worth- 
while questions 
impossible to 


ignore,” said 
Christine Taylor 
of the Boston 
Herald. 


Prometheus 
dance has been 
produced in New 
York City, 
Connecticut, 
Boston and some 
college and uni- 
versities around 
New England. 
Internationally, 
Prometheus 
dance has _per- 

formed in Europe 
and South America every year since 
1994. They have been presented at 
many different festivals in Spain and 


theusdance.org photo 
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mites 2 


France. 

Last season they were the only 
company invited from the United 
States. Prometheus Dance made its 
debut in South America at the ler 
Festivale de las Artes Internacional 
in Valencia, Venezuela. 

This season they will be traveling 
to Quito, Equador for the second 
time to teach and perform at the 
Festivale No Mas Luna en el Aqua. 

The mission of Prometheus 
dance is to create original high qual- 
ity choreography and dance perfor- 
mance. They want to promote a love 
for dance, inspire audiences with 
their works, and raise human issues 
vital to the community. 

From 1990 to 2000, Prometheus 
Dance reached nearly 500,000 audi- 
ence members. Through their dance 
they want to explore social issues 
that are essential and also education- 
al. 


NECC music professor among those performing 
jazz to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 


Essex Jazz Ensemble 
holding concert at 
Lawrence NECC 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


To celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
month, The Essex Jazz Ensemble 
Quartet will perform jazz and Latin 
jazz standards in concert. The event 
takes place on Oct. 3 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the NECC White Fund Conference 
Room 70-80 Amesbury Street, room 
101. Admission will be $10. For stu- 
dents and seniors it will be $5 and for 
families, $25. 


Along with playing jazz stan- 
dards, the Jazz Ensemble will present 
original compositions featuring 
g NECC music professor, Michael 
Finegold, a classical jazz flutist and 
woodwind player, and William 
Thomas McKinley, piano, music pro- 
fessor, jazz virtuoso, and globally 
known American classical music 
composer. They will also be joined 
by jazz world greats, bassist, Ed 
Schuller and drummer, Bob Gullotti. 

Finegold and McKinley 
have played music together since 
their days as collegues at the Yale 
School of Music. They play the 
annual Hollywood, Florida Jazz 
Festival, the New York Times Annual 
Summer Music Festival, and other 
venues throughout Boston and New 
England. 


Finegold is trained in play- 
ing jazz and classical and has record- 
ed with Czech Radio Symphony, 


works by local composers and per- 
forms classics of the past. 
McKinley taught composi- 


=e ee 


The jazz ensemble will present original 
compositions featuring NECC music 


professor, Michael 


Finegold. 


Warsaw Philharmonic, and Slavic 
Radio Symphony. He has taught at 
NECC for 33 years, and is the 
Director of Essex Chamber Music 
Players. The ECMP premieres new 


NECC presents the play 
Empires Fall, a political satire 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The Top Notch Players along 
with Contemporary Affairs club are 
sponsoring the play, “Empires Fall,” 
on Sept. 25th at 7:30 p.m. in the Top 
Notch theater. The admission is free. 
“Empires Fall,” is a multi media 
political circus. According to the 
press release, “It is based on the his- 
torical lesson that the combination 
of leaders’ arrogance and hubris and 
the populace’s apathy and entitle- 
ment has always preceded the 
demise of every previous empire.” 

Considering that the participa- 
tion of youth voters between the 
ages of 18-24 was as low as 7 per- 
cent in 2000 election this political 


etn 6 sa 


‘Read; Question; 
Vote’ in order to 
have a_ healthy 
democracy. 


satire leaves audiences with the final 
message of “Read; Question; Vote” 
in order to have a healthy democra- 
cy. 

The play runs 70 minutes as ten 
actors play a total of 55 roles, repre- 
senting fallen empires throughout 


history. Afterwards there is a facili- 
tated talk back. The scenes are all 
based in circus acts such as strong 
man, clown car, animal trainer, and 
magician. The show covers past, 
present, and eve the future. It moves 
progressively from large, farce with 
the defeat of Nero, the Spanish 
Armada, and King George, moving 
forward into the realism of the Gulf 
Wars, the fall of the towers, and 
finally predictions from the Fortune 
teller. 

The play is intended to start dis- 
cussion and initiate participation in 
the democratic process of debating 
points of view. 

The press release sums it up by 
saying, “Our play challenged many 
students’ perspectives! It’s also fun; 
it is, after all, a circus!” 


tion at the New’ England 
Conservatory and the University of 
Chicago. His orchestral and chamber 
music has been performed and 
recorded by the Chicago and Boston 


Symphony, and many more. 

Great jazz bassist, Ed 
Schuller plays complex, horn-like 
solos at fast tempos, but he can also 
improvise. Drummer Bob Gullotti’s 
experience includes extensive tour- 
ing with his own band in places like 
Europe, South America, and 
Australia. He has also played with 
well known artists including the rock 
group Phish. Gullotti’s band, The 
Fringe, is also a four time recipient of 
the Boston Music Awards #1 Jazz 
Act Award. 

This non-profit event is 
sponsored by NECC, and the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council with 
the Cultural Council of Lawrence. 


Calendar of Events 


What: The play ‘Empires Fall” 
Where: Top Notch Theater 
When: Saturday Sept. gsth 

Time: 7:30pm 
Admission: Free 


What: Jazz Concert 
Where: NECC Lawrence Campus on Amesbury Street 
White Fund Conference room 101 


When: Oct. 3° 
Time: 2-4 p.m. 
Admission: Students and seniors $5, families $25 


What: Prometheus Dance 
Where: Bentley Library Salon A-B 


When: Oct. 7th 
Time: Noon 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


Hey, JeRK! THiS ComMPANY'S SINK- 

ING LIKE a ROCK JNO iT'S YouR 

Faw, You LOS@€R/ Hey! I can'T 

Talk To M€ Like THAT! OH, YeaH? 

SHUT UP STINK-BaiT BRAINS! T Ve 

Hap ENouGH of my NONSeN¢Se... 
ImM Fired! WAIT a Minute... 
I CAN'T Fike ME€...L Quit! 


oh a 


Being self-employed begins 
to mess with Bob’s head. 


“I'd like to thank all the little people. And LOOK! 
There they are! Get 'em OFF me! 
They're coming out of the WALL! AAH!” 


“Dude! That scarf is off the hook!” 


oer 
I APPRECIATE 


7; 


Crossword 
aaa Sa 
rary ism 
aa 


ACROSS 
1 Walk proudly 
6 Exasperate 
9 Propelled a raft 
14 Funny Chevy 
15 Bering or Ross 
16 Asinine 
17 Kidney related 
18 __ “King” Cole 
19 Dutch cheese 
20 Peculiar 
21 Chinese fruits 
24 Gadgeteer 
Popeil 
25 Moonlighter's 
other work 
27 Metal cutters 
29 Part of CPU 
31 Check 
32 Cribbage 
markers 
35 “Separate 
Tables” star 
40 Racetrack 
tipsters 
42 Soak up rays 
43 Climb 
44 Non-ordinary 
particles 
47 Wield needles 
48 Phone message 
49 Unspecified 
amount 
51 Tender touches — 
55 Ms. Streisand 
59 Regret 
60 Most torrid 
62 Lip 
63 Man from 
Teheran 
65 Helping hand 
66 Armistice 
68 Conductor's 
stick 
69 Cariou or 


rman 

70 Gone from the 
plate 

71 Casual 
coinages 

72 NASA's ISS 
partner 

73 Molts 


DOWN 
1 Young haddock 
2 Actress Bara 
3 Newman or 
Travis 
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4 Made in the __ 
5 Inform against . 
6 Money _ 
everything! 
7 Stick ‘em up! 
8 Cornell and 
Hepburn 
9 Footballs 
10 Lennon's widow 
11 — Tierney 


iim 
12 Provide with 


unds 
13 College VIPs 
22 Latin “ditto” 
23 Frosted 
26 Fairness 
28 Stifled laugh 
30 Snitch 
32 Sch. group 
33 Very long period 
34 Paunch 
36 Large tub 
37 Mover's vehicie 
38 Lilly or Wallach 
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I TREASURE 


ALMOST CONVINCED 


MYSELF / 


A WD te 
bind 


IN| 

oo 
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GEO Hin 
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58 Prayer endings 
61 Writer O'Brien 


57 Cheelsaders 
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The basics of dressing for today’s world 


Here to give advice 
and the scoop on all 


that is fashion 


By JENNIFER LENA 
Contributing Reporter 


Why write 
a column on 
Fashion one 
might ask? 
Well believe it 
or not fashion 
really does 
play a big roll 
in our daily 
life. You're not 
going to get 
that fancy job 
in Boston if you dress like a slob. 
The fact of it is, that in the real 
world sometimes the way you look 
can make you or break you. 

Have you ever gone into your 
everyday shop or restaurant in a t- 
shirt and jeans, or something quite 
casual? If you ever have, you might 
notice that the employee there treats 
you in an average way. If you try 
going into that same place, in a nice 
suit or dressed up a bit more I guar- 
antee you, you will not only be 
noticed more, but also treated 
decidedly different. 

The first step in making a bigger 
impression on anyone is stepping 
up your wardrobe or at least utiliz- 
ing what you have. Sometimes sim- 
ple is the most impressive, so don't 
worry about 'glitzing' up your outfit 
with patterns, sparkles, rhinestones, 
or flashy colors. Women should 
have more tops than bottoms: black, 
white, cream, beige, and pastels. If 
you're a bit more daring, try a bright 


red for either a top or bottom. 

Now that you have you're 
basics, how do you pair them, what 
do you wear them with? 

Very easy to do, especially with 
solids. You can almost mix them 
endlessly. I suggest if you use a 
color on top or bottom, always pair 


es. | be 
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it with white or black. An example 
would be pink pants with a white 
top, or a black top with red pants. 

If you were to look in the mir- 
ror, you might feel a little, blah. 
How do you punch up the outfit to 
look sexier, sophisticated, and put 
together? Here's where you spend 
your money: accessories, acces- 
sories, and more accessories. First 
we'll start with shoes, something 
every girl should own in exceeding- 
ly large quantities. Sometimes we 
do have unfortunate people who 
don't understand matching, but it's 
very simple. 

You can wear whatever pair of 
shoes you like as long as it matches 
either your top or bottom. This 


Work uniforms; 
do we love ‘em 
or hate ‘em? 


We all hate having to wear uni- 
forms. The only advantages they 
have are saving us money from 
having to buy clothes and not hav- 
ing to worry about what we are 
going to wear. But with all that 
said, I still believe that no one truly 
enjoys wearing them, they take 
away our rights to be unique indi- 
viduals. 

So we here at the Observer want 
to know what is the worst or best 
work uniform you ever seen or had 
to wear. 


Please email your submission 
with the name of they company, and 
a description or photo of the uni- 
form to: 

observer@necc.mass.edu or 
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drop it off at the newsroom located 
in the Spurk building room number 
C222A&B. 

We can't wait to hear what you 
think the worst and best work uni- 
forms are. 


means no red pants with a black 
shirt and blue shoes! 

Now that you're a little bit more 
put together let's say you have your 
red pants, black top and black shoes 
on. What color bag should you use? 
My rules for bags can be a little bit 
complicated, but here's how it goes. 
I suggest if you're not using a 
designer bag such as Chanel, 
Coach, or any other top designer, 
you should always match your bag 
with your outfit. So in this case I'd 
say you could use either a red bag 
or black bag. 

However, if you decide to spend 
your money on a designer bag such 
as a Louis Vuitton multicolor bag, 
please use it. | have to say though, 
please use common sense with these 
bags as well. If your main colors are 
black and red, use the black multi- 
color, and if your main color is 
white, use the white multicolor. 

With jewelry, remember to keep 
the theme with the metal or stones. 
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For instance, if you want to wear 
yellow gold earrings, make sure the 
rest of your jewelry is yellow gold. 
If you want to wear amber colored 
stones on a particular day, don't 
wear them with green, purple, and 
blue jewelry. With jewelry less is 
more, too much starts to get tacky. 

Maybe you're looking for some- 
thing different to use for an acces- 
sory, something that will make you 
stand out but what can you use? 

Your in luck, almost anything 
can be used as an accessory. Maybe 
you're into brooches, not only can 
you use it to stick on a shirt, but you 
can also be creative with it. Use it to 
hold something together, ad it to a 
plain hair accessory, or even alter 
your clothing by having it bunch up 
a corner of your shirt. Belts are 
always a fun accessory and some- 
times have nothing to do with hold- 
ing up your pants. 

Who said we had to be conven- 


tional? Outfit too plain? Try a 
brightly colored scarf, or if you are 
willing to spend a little more, try a 
designer scarf. Long, short, for your 
hair or neck scarves are very versa- 
tile. 

If you're going out and want to 
have fun and be a little more daring 
try a hat. 

Go to a shop that has a variety 
of styles and colors so that you don't 
get too fixed on one type. 
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The NECC Women’s Network presents 


Reading Lolita in Tehran 


(New York Times Best Seller) 
by Azar Nafisi 


Wednesday, October 27, 2004 


Noon — 1:30 p.m. 


Please call 978.556.3722 
for reservations and 


room location 
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By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


Gracmionliy n 
Matthews, a fourth 
semester student and 
a MassPIRG repre- 
sentative at NECC, 
- believes that her 
i WAS » clothing style should 
represent what she advocates. 

“My opinion influences the way I 
dress,” she says. “I like wearing 
clothing that speaks and voices an 
opinion without having to actually 
say anything.” 

Matthews feels that persons 
should wear whatever clothing they 
feel they want to wear. 

“There are so many styles, for 
each has their own, be your own per- 
son with your own sense of style.” 

This young activist says that 
when wearing her clothes she hopes 
her sense of style encourages others 
to vote, listen to music and to “rock” 
their own style. 

Her style sure is “rocking” and 
her little 
MassPIRG 
voter sweat- 
bands are 
doing all the 
talking. 

Since 
Matthews is 
a big indi- 
vidualist, 
she says 
when  buy- 
ing clothes, 
she looks for 


“KRT” 
Sept. 20-26, 2004 


3 f ARIES (March 21-April 
20) Social activities and 


new forms of entertainment 
will now be pleasing. Some Aries 
natives, especially those born after 
1976, may this week change their 
lifestyle or romantic expectations 
Shared home agreements and long- 
term companionship are accented. 
Don't be shy. In the coming weeks 
loved ones will expect participation 
in romantic and family planning 
After Friday several weeks of low 
physical energy fades. Watch for a 
quick burst of optimism and vitality 


4 TAURUS (April 21 
} May 20) Over the next two 


days your guidance and 
social insight will be important to 
loved ones. Delicate family or 
romantic decisions may now need 
extra encouragement. Make sure oth- 
ers understand your priorities and 
intentions. After mid-week gossip, 
vague innuendo or speculation will 
not prove helpful in the workplace: 
Ask for detailed descriptions and 
respond only to the facts. Key offi- 
cials will soon take responsibility for 
errors. Wait for obvious signals. 


Progress will be slow. 
June 21) Marital or long- 


iT term relationships will 


now begin a vital phase of evalua- 
tion. Before Wednesday let loved 
ones vent their feelings or ask prob- 
ing questions. In the coming weeks 
romantic and family progress will be 
unavoidable: Watch for increased 
intimacy, fast proposals and revised 


GEMINI (May 21- 


Sept. 22, 2004 


You change and so does your style. 


plans. Thursday through Sunday also 
highlight financial changes and 
quick workplace improvements. 
Some Geminis will soon dramatical- 
ly expand their career options: Stay 
open. 


ye 


CANCER (June 22 


) July 22) Financial propos- 
) zi e 
als may be confusing or 


disjointed over the next 
three day s. If possible, avoid issues 
of ownership, legal permissions or 
Before mid-week key 
sources of information will be 
incomplete or unreliable: Finalize 
old paperwork and all will be well 
Wednesday through Friday, accent 
complex group dynamics. Past oblig- 


seniority 


ations and minor jealousies may be 
After Saturday rest and 
pamper the body 


bothersome 
Physical energy 


and optimism will be low. 
. LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
J2 This week workplace rela- 
tions will steadily improve: 
After Tuesday watch for 
disgruntled colleagues to provide 
new ideas, assistance or emotional 
support. Offer encouragement: At 
present, minor apologies may be dif- 
ficult for fellow workers. Later this 
week loved ones may press for fast 
home decisions or revised travel 
plans. Someone close may soon 
reveal a need for greater indepen- 
dence. Stay focused on long-term 
promises. Minor delays will not be 
permanent. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) Family or romantic dis- 


cussions may now inspire 
revised home options or fast emo- 
tional agreements. Loved ones will 
no longer 'eok to the past for 


answers. After mid-week, positive 
breakthroughs are available: Let yes- 
terday's social triangles or postponed 
Thursday through 
Sunday business relations may be 
mildly strained by an unnecessary 
power struggle. Refuse to be drawn 
into group disagreements: An indi- 
vidual effort will bring results. 
() 23) Loved ones may offer 
— unusual hints or sugges- 


tions over the next few days. Areas 
affected are shared accommodations, 
long-term financial planning or 
deepening commitments. All are 
positive but may require continuing 
dedication: Stay open and listen for 
subtle clues. Thursday through 
Sunday new friendships are high- 
lighted: Respond quickly to late invi- 
tations or rare group proposals. For 
many Librans, social optimism is 
now on the rise: Don't hesitate to get 
involved. 


}] SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
No 22) 


v. Property or 
rental contracts will now 
need careful study. Before Thursday 
hidden costs and poorly defined 
terms may prove costly. Remain 
patient and finalize all facts, num- 
bers and expectations: This is not the 
right time to rush important paper- 
work. Later this week an intense 
phase of social isolation will end: 
Watch for a previously reluctant 
friend or lover to offer a peaceful 
resolution or surprising invitation. 
Group or family events are accented: 
Join in. 


promises fade. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 


x SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) Friends and 


relatives may this week discuss pre- 
viously private family or social 
events. Precise communications are 
vital: Provide clear definitions and 
avoid sentimental exaggeration. 
Controversial ideas will need to be 
thoroughly examined: Loved ones 
will appreciate your vision and long- 
term wisdom. Thursday through 
Sunday, routines may 
change. Revised schedules will work 
to your advantage in the short-term: 
Avoid long-term or permanent solu- 


tions, 
oo 
6 and past events will have a 
strong appeal over the next 
eight days. Some Capricorns may 
soon be drawn back into a compli- 
cated or outdated relationship. 
Carefully consider all consequences: 
Emotional risk, although temporarily 
controversial, will eventually prove 
rewarding. After Thursday, ongoing 
errors in the workplace will be 
revealed. Authority figures may arbi- 
trarily assign blame: Stay balanced 
and avoid challenging the judgement 
of others. 


business 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Old memories 


W AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
Feb. 19) Group identity, 

delicate flirtations and 
social belonging may now be a con- 
tinuing concern for loved ones. 
Remain alert to potential social or 
romantic triangles and expect ongo- 
ing dramatics. By mid-October long- 
term friends and close relatives may 
ask for greater participation in your 
daily life: Stay focused. Later this 


individuality as well as comfort and 
price. 

When asked if she feels that her 
sense of style is updated, Matthews 
replied that she updates her style as 
she matures. 

“You change and so does your 
style,” she explains. 

Matthews also did not fail to 
mention what she liked most about 
her style. 

“The favorite aspect of my cloth- 
ing style is the fact that it is mine.” 

Matthews has a great sense of 
confidence when it comes to her type 
of clothing, and that's why she is our 
fashion pick of the week. 


Sokhary Sok photo 
Rock on Caroyin,Rock on! 


week a trusted colleague may admit 
to private mistakes or rare financial 
errors. Avoid involving authority fig- 
ures, if possible: Your assistance will 


be appreciated. 
H tionships may be difficult 
over the next eight days. 
Old records, past mistakes or forgot- 
ten comments may soon reappear: 
Before mid-week, expect solitary 
duties to bring short-term advance- 
ment. If possible, temporarily avoid 
newly begun team projects: Progress 
will be slow and complicated. Late 
Friday a sultry romantic proposal 
may be irresistible. Carefully consid- 
er the feelings of others: After mid- 
October social triangles will prove 
emotionally costly. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Business rela- 


If your birthday is this week: 
Lagging physical energy and low 
social vitality will now fade. After 
almost 12 weeks of private reflection 
and disrupted sleep patterns, many 
Virgos and Librans will experience a 
return to yesterday's optimism and 
ideals. Early in November watch 
also for a series of romantic propos- 
als or unique social attractions. In the 
coming months new friends and 
potential lovers will vie for your loy- 
alty. Remain cautious and make 
slow, deliberate decisions: This is 
not the right time to take unneces- 
sary emotional risks. Much of 2005 
will also bring steady improvements 
in business and financial security: 
Before mid-June expect key officials 
to offer unique promotions, new 
assignments or added training. 
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Meet NECC runner, Joel Caron 


Joel Caron turning 
heads this semester 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


The NECC cross country team is 
set for its first meet this weekend. 
Among the faces on the team, neither 
sticks out more than Joel Caron. 
Caron, an American Sign Language 
Interpreter major, is 58 years old and 
didn’t expect the attention he has got- 
ten. 

“1 thought I would go unno- 
ticed,” said Caron. “This will go 
away after our first meet and every- 
one will find out about (the rest of the 
team).” 

Caron has been running on and 


He has also run marathons in 
Portland, ME and is currently train- 
ing for the Bay State Marathon. 

Caron didn’t come in with the 
thought of running cross country. In 
his second year here at the college he 
saw a flyer asking for people to run 
cross country. 

“1 though ‘why not?” Coach 
Dawn Caputo was very enthusiastic 
and supportive when he showed up to 
join the team, added Caron. 

Caron says he usually trains 18 
weeks a year twice a year to prepare 
for marathons and thought running 
on the cross country team could add 
to his training along with occasional 
weight training at the YMCA. 

Caron’s teammates say they 
think they can learn something from 
him. 

“Out of all of us, he has the most 
experience,” said teammate Brian 
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I thought I would go unnoiticed. 


-Joel Caron 


off all his life, but he says only seri- 
ously for about ten years. The 
Boston Marathon first peaked his 
interest and he has run in it about ten 
times. His best finish was 3 hours 17 
minutes. 


A look 


(KRT) It would simply be bad 
manners to heckle a road company 
performing an opera at your local 
opera house. And it's not OK to heck- 
le a singer singing the National 
Anthem (unless it's Rosanne Barr). 

But to heckle a relief pitcher on 
an opposing team during a baseball 
game? Some think that's not only 
appropriate, it's a sacred right and 
duty. 

And Craig Bueno reported for 
duty Monday night. While not 
intending to touch off a melee at the 
A's-Rangers game, he did enter heck- 
ler heaven, rattling the opposing 
team in a big way. 

Just about everyone agrees he 
didn't cross any of heckling's unwrit- 
ten rules —nothing vulgar, nothing 
racist, nothing homophobic. The 
Hayward Fire Department battalion 
chief, performing his off-hours craft 
Monday, was just a partisan loud- 
mouth. 

Bueno's heckling worked so well 
that an infuriated Texas Rangers 
relief pitcher, 

Frank Francisco, got so discom- 
bobulated that he tossed a chair into 
the crowd, glancing off Bueno and 
whacking his wife in the nose, break- 
ing it. 

Francisco, 25, was arrested and 
the Buenos are set to file a civil law- 
suit, that, given the video television 
replays, any monkey in a suit could 
probably win. The Rangers reliever 
also was suspended for the rest of the 
season. 

But while some think fans should 
cheer for their team and not jeer 


Leosz. 
tion.” 

Before all the running, Caron has 
had a few jobs. Out of school, he 
went into the Air Force and remained 
in the Air Force Reserves for a long 


“We'll find him an inspira- 


at hec 


against the other, many feel talking 
smack is an art form. And it's been 
around forever. 

Probably some of the naked ath- 
letes at the first Olympic Games in 
Athens were told to put their pants on 
and go home. 

"Heckling is as old as sports 
itself and it adds something to the 
game — what it adds, I'm not sure," 
said noted baseball expert and master 
language mangler Yogi 

Berra, in one of his books. "But 
it's part of what people seem to like 
about going to the ballpark." 

Gene Sunnen, an A's fan from 
Oakland and a kind of Ms, Manners 
of heckling, can attest to that. In July 
he gave a seminar on the art of heck- 
ling for the Society for American 
Baseball Research, a 7,000-member 
group based in Cleveland. 

"| think of myself as a polite, sen- 
sitive member of society, until I get 
to the ball game," said the 55-year- 
old owner of a housecleaning ser- 
vice. "Then if I can think of some- 
thing witty and caustic to say to a 
player or an umpire, I can be loud." 

But always, Sunnen said, he talks 
trash with a refined, informed touch. 
"Bad hecklings are, “You suck!’ " he 
said. "You don't know why he 
sucks." 

Sunnen's point is do your home- 
work. For example, know the oppo- 
nent's past failings; his batting aver- 
age against the pitcher; when he's 
choked in the past; or, in these days, 
his latest arrest. 

Sunnen, heckling former A's 
player and now Boston Red Sox 
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After the first 
meet, I'll cease to 
be a hero. 

-Joel Caron 


time. 

From there, he went on and 
taught at Ball State in Indiana. After 
that he was a commercial airline pilot 
for about four years before returning 
to teaching at Lasell College for ten 
years. 

Caron said he decided to come to 
NECC to add more options for a 
future career. Although he is still 
unsure what he will do with his 
degree, at least he'll have it. He 
researched NECC’s ASL program 
and like the affordability of it. He 
commutes to campus from his home 
in Salem, MA. 

With Caron’s teammates believ- 
ing they will learn a lot from him, he 
says he expects to learn even more 
from them. 

“They'll look behind them and 
they'll see me,” he joked. “I won’t 
be too far behind, but I'll be there.” 

“It’s their team,” he said of his 
youthful teammates. “With the first 
meet this weekend, I'll cease to be a 
hero.” 


ing in sports 
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I think of myself as a polite, sensitive 
member of society, until I get to the 


ball game. 


player Johnny Damon, who's proba- 
bly got longer hair than Jesus and 
whose appearance borders on a 
homeless guy. "Hey, Damon, was 
that you who panhandled me on 
Telegraph Avenue last night?" 

Robin Ficker, possibly the 
nation's most famous heckler, spent 
years deriding opponents of the 
NBA's Washington Bullets and 
Wizards, grabbing the attention of 
the national media and the ire of such 
notables as then-Bulls coach Phil 
Jackson. He is appalled at Francisco's 
breach of the unofficial heckler-play- 
er pact. 

"If a fan is at a baseball game, 
he's assuming the risk of getting hit 
by a batted ball, or a broken bat, not 
by a thrown chair," he said. "I think 
he should do some time." 

Ficker, 61, an attorney and some- 
time political candidate, used to read 
up on opponents, gleaning inflamma- 
tory facts to put into his act. 

"If they don't like what fans are 
saying," Ficker said, "they should go 
and buy a set of ear plugs for three 
bucks." 

But his tirades were amusing, 
never beery, profane rants. 

One of Ficker's favorites was 
against the rotund former NBA star 


Charles Barkley. "Hey Barkley, 
you've got guts all right. That's the 
problem. You've got two of them." 

Tyler Bleszinski, who runs the 
Web site AthleticsNation, is a mouth- 
frothing A's fan but not much of a 
heckler. Nonetheless, he enjoys a 
good, quality taunt. "It goes back in 
the game's heritage," he said. "And 
for a lot of people, a sporting event is 
an outlet for their daily frustrations 
for their Dilbert-esque lives." 

For players, he said, the best way 
to counter hecklers is what A's desig- 
nated hitter Erubiel Durazo did 
against Tampa Bay after enduring an 
aria of abuse. Hit a homerun. 

While hecklers like to think their 
invective is effective, is it really? 

"Obviously, it is, because they 
throw chairs at you," said Marcus 
Smith, 27, who was at Wednesday 
night's game and is actually an A's 
fan from Arlington, Texas, home of 
the Rangers. 

After the game, standout A's cen- 
terfielder Mark Kotsay couldn't quite 
agree, but admitted it can get under 
the skin of some. "It can be a bit frus- 
trating," he said. "If you acknowl- 
edge them, you give them something 
to feel good about. If you don't, they 
don't know if you heard. I won't turn 


around. That's what they want you to 
do." 

Fans the night after Chair-gate 
showed that you don't need to be an 
eloquent, Toastmasters Club gradu- 
ate to stand up and throw out an 
impromptu, effective heckle, even 
against another fan. 

When security was taking away 
a unruly A's booster, others began 
shouting: "Give him the chair! The 
chair! Give him the chair!" 

Jim Young, a spokesman for the 
Green and Gold, said the club doesn't 
allow hecklers to use obscene lan- 
guage or gestures. If they do, they'll 
soon be in the parking lot listening to 
the game on the radio. 

"Our security people are trained 
to keep their eyes and ears open for 
those fans that are violating our code 
of conduct," he said. 

Some fans, such as Smith, think 
players should expect a fair amount 
of good-natured abuse when they're 
on the field. "It shouldn't matter 
what's said, because these guys are 
professionals, entertainers," he 
opined 

But there is a kinder, gentler, 
more grandmotherly opinion in the 
stands as well. 

And here's grandmother Bemi- 
Lea Annunzio, 57, on the subject. 
She was at the game with her grand- 
son Wednesday. 

"I don't think heckling is neces- 
sary," said Annunzio of San Lorenzo, 
Calif. "You can root for your team 
and they can root for their team. I 
don't think saying derogatory things 
about somebody is necessary." 
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NHL makes matters worse 


NHL*S owners lock 
out players to make 
situation worse 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


Break out the heaters and melt 
the ice. As of now, there will be 
know National Hockey League sea- 
son. On Sept. 15, 2004, the NHL’s 
thirty owners made the long-expect- 
ed announcement that they would 
lock out their players effective at 
midnight the day training camps 
were to open. 

With the league already losing 
money under the current collective 
bargaining agreement, they better 
find a happy medium quick, or it will 
only get worse. 

So who is to blame for the work 
stoppage? The owners say the play- 
ers and the players the owners. 

Twenty of the league’s teams 
have lost a substantial amount of 
money in the last couple of years 
with some even filing for bankruptcy. 


Sept. 22, 2004 


NHL LOCKOUT AT A GLANCE 


$1.8 Billion lost by the NHL in ten years 


Five teams have filed for bankruptcy 


Average player salary $1.8 Million 


NHL owners suggest salary cap 


Players Union turns down cap proposal 


Currently no talks scheduled 


The total hit taken: $1.8 Billion in ten 
years, a quarter of which was lost in 
the last two seasons. How could this 
be allowed to happen? 

The owner’s attribute it to the 
players. The average player salary in 
the NHL is $1.8 million. The league 
says 75 percent of the revenue goes 


to paying player’s salaries and would 
like to implement something called 
“cost certainty.” 

"We offered the (Player’s)Union 
systems that would provide an aver- 
age player salary of $1.3 million, 
US; per season,” said 
Commissioner Gary Bettman at last 


NASCAR debuts 
title chase 


The new NASCAR 
title chase is 
underway 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


The Race for the Nextel Cup 
started this past Sunday in our very 
own backyard. The Sylvania 300, 
one of two annual races held at New 
Hampshire International Speedway 
in Loudon kicked of the ten-driver 
shootout to the inaugural Nextel Cup. 

The ten most consistent drivers 
throughout the seasons first 26 races 
were locked into position and sepa- 
rated by intervals of only five points 
making the gap between first and 


CHASE FOR THE NEXTEL 
CUP CONTENDERS 


*With 9 races remaming* 


Dale Earmhardt Jr. 
Kurt Busch 


Jeff Gordon.............. -9 


tenth only 50 
points. At last 
season’s end, the 
point difference 
between the two 
spots was 860 
points 

Over the off- 
S ¢ a S>oeus 
NASCAR _ offi- 
cials went to 
work on how to 
make the title 
chase more inter- 
esting. They did® 
this for a few rea- 


sons. The first 
being competi- 
tion. Last sea- 
son’s champion 


Jason Joaquin photo 


Jeff Gordon (front) started the trek for his 


Matt Kenseth all fifth NASCAR title last Sunday. 


but had it put 

away at this time 

last year. This led to 
the second reason being 
IV ratings. The final 
ten races of the season 
coincide with the NFL. 
Needless to say, the 
NFL is winning. 

To start the season, 
many drivers and fans 
didn’t like the idea. It 
had been decades since 
the way a champion 
was crowned had been 
change. With the 
“chase” now underway, 
fans and drivers alike 
may be turning a cor- 
ner. 

As mentioned 
before, going into New 
Hampshire last fall, 
Kenseth had it all but 
sealed. This year 
there’s more opportuni- 
ty. If the old system 
would have remained in 


place, it would have been down to 
three drivers; Jeff Gordon, Jimmie 
Johnson and Dale Earnhardt Jr. 

Gordon entered the race as the 
points leader, but struggled after 
leading early. The race turned a 
duplicate of the July event with Kurt 
Busch dominating the field and tak- 
ing a trip to victory lane and a share 
of the points lead. 

Three other top ten drivers Tony 
Stewart, Ryan Newman and Jeremy 
Mayfield all had problems and put 
some distance between themselves 
and the top. 

With nine races to go, it could get 
very interesting towards the end. 
NASCAR would like nothing more 
for that to happen. If anything the 
attendance of the final ten races 
should improve as should ratings. 
After the early questioning, it’s look- 
ing more and more like NASCAR 

made the right decision and 
added more 


weeks press conference. “An average 
salary of $1.3 million may be less 
than the players are getting now, but 
we will not apologize for an average 
player salary of $1.3 million per sea- 
son.” 

If Bettman and the owner’s got 
their way, this would most likely 
mean a salary cap. Something the 
Union will not go for. 

"Until he gets off the salary-cap 


there’s no league, there’s really noth- 
ing to discuss. 

The lockout is already being 
feared to continue into next season 
and even jeopardize the NHL’s par- 
ticipation in the 2006 Winter 
Olympics. Bettman hopes a deal can 
be made to have some sort of a sea- 
son, but as of now, no talks have been 
scheduled between the two sides. 


MRSS A Lee 


We will not apologize for an average 
players salary of $1.3 million per sea- 


son. 


-Commissioner Gary Bettman 


issue, there's not a chance for us to 
get an agreement," union head Bob 
Goodenow said. "Players are not pre- 
pared to entertain a salary cap in any 
way, Shape, measure or form." 

With ticket prices already high 
and low attendance rates, the players 
may have to swallow their pride and 
take a salary cap. Otherwise, if 


Players like Joe Thornton have 
already signed contracts to play in 
Europe. There may also be a new six 
team league starting up in the United 
States. 


*2001 Outstanding Program Award 


*2001 Exemplary Program Award 
*2002 Exemplary Program Award 


Northern Essex Community College 
Student Leadership Development Program 


Nominations now 
being accepted! 


Program begins in October 


Participate in a senes of lectures and seminars! 
Gain valuable leadership skills that can help you in school and at work! 
Become eligible to serve as a Presidential Student Ambassador! 


Sponsored by College Life & Healthy Living and the Career 
Development Center. 


For more information or to get involved, please contact 
Student Activities & Orientation Department at 978/556-3731. 
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NFL and tts fans remember fallen hero 


The Arizona 
Cardinals and the 
rest of the NFL 


remember Pat 
Tillman 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


This past weekend, the Arizona 
Cardinals and the rest of the NFL 
honored the memory of a true 
American hero, Pat Tillman. 
Tillman was killed in the line of 
duty on April 22 in the Khost 
province of Afghanistan by what 
was later determined friendly fire. 

Sunday’s game against the 
Patriots was the Cardinals first 
home game since the tragedy took 
place. And to honor him, Tilman’s 
number was retired by the Cardinals 
in a touching halftime tribute. 


family received after Tillman’s 
death. 

"It really helps us knowing that 
his spirit and memory live on in all 
of you," she said to the crowd. 

Cardinals vice president 
Michael Bidwell then presented her 
with a framed Tillman jersey to 
which his father carried off the field. 

A giant #40 jersey was then 
unfurled over the crowd. 

Along with those in attendance, 
there were also some guest speakers 
via a video message shown at the 
stadium. President George W. Bush 
and Senator John McCain both 
spoke. 

"As much as Pat Tillman loved 
competing on the football field, he 
loved America even more," Bush 
said. "Courageous and humble, a 
loving husband and son, a devoted 
brother and a fierce defender of lib- 
erty. Pat Tillman will always be 
remembered and honored in our 
country. 

"While many of us may be 
blessed to live a longer life than Pat 
didfew of us will ever live a better 
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Pat Tillman didn’t look at himself as 
larger than life just because he was a 


pro athlete.... 


On hand for the ceremony was 
Tillman’s wife, Marie Tilman. She 
tearfully thanked the fans from Pat 
for all the support they gave him 
while he was playing. She also 
thanked them for the support the 


one,” said McCain. 

Along with the video messages, 
tributes to Tillman were also 
playedon the screen. Included in the 
reel was Tillman himself speaking 
after the Sept. 11 attacks. 

"My great-grandfather was at 


Boston Sports 
Trivia 


Question: The Patriots 
need one more win to tie 
an NEL record of 18 ina 
row. Who’s record is it, 
and when was it accom- 


plished? 


Lastweek’s answer: The 
Denver Broncos were the 
last team to successfully 
defend a Super Bowl Title. 


Pearl Harbor," Tillman said. "A lot 
of my family has done far more. | 
really haven't done a damn thing as 
laying my butt on the line like that, 
so I have a great deal of respect for 
those that have, and what our flag 
stands for." 

It was at that point when Tillman 
turned down a lucrative contract 
offer and no doubt a successful 
career to show true integrity and 
fight for thecountry he loved. He 
became an Army Ranger, something 
he always saw himself as. 

An image of the Cardinals logo 
with the number 40 and a single tear 
was then shown. 

The Cardinals will also dedicate 
the “Pat Tillman Freedom Plaza” in 
their new stadium which is set to 
open in 2006. 

Teams around the NFL bore a 
number 40 on their helmets for the 
weekend and the Cardinals will con- 
tinue to do so for the rest of the sea- 
son. Fans attending the game were 
also given number 40 pins to wear. 

The NFL and the Cardinals are 
also donating proceeds from the sale 
of Tillman’s jersey to his founda- 
tion. 

Pat Tillman took it upon himself 
to leave the life he dreamed to be 
somewhere he didn’t have to be. He 
didn’t look at himself as larger than 
life just because he was a profes- 
sional athlete. At age 27, he gave up 
more thanjust the game of football. 

Not only was this a tribute to 
Tillman, it should help us stop and 
think of all who were lost in battle. 
And help us remember, they are the 
true heroes in this world. 


Information from NFL.com was 
used in this story. 
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[NFL.com photo 


Arizona fans unfurl a banner of Pat Tillman’s jersey 
during yesterday’s ceremony. 


Boston Sports Update 


Red Sox: The Sox lost 2 of 3 to the Yankees in the Bronx this weekend 
to put themselves 4.5 games back at press time. No worries on Yawkey 

way however as they get another three game set at home this weekend. 

The Sox also maintain a firm grasp on the wild card over second place 


Anaheim. 


Patriots: The Pats are off to a 2-0 start with victories over the 
Indianapolis Colts and Arizona Cardinals. Tom Brady has already thrown 
for over 500 yards and 5 touchdowns. The Pats are off this week but 
retunr to action in Bufallo on Oct. 3. 


Celtics: President Red Auerbach celebrated his 87th birthday on Mon. 
The Celts will try to give him the gift of a successful training camp which 


starts up soon. 


‘Bruins: Oct. Captain Joe Thornton was a vital part in Canada’s World 
Cup victory last week. However, it was bittersweet for our neighbors to the 
north as the NHL season was put on hold two days later. 
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Open house attracts student body 


Students who attended the open house enjoyed a game of pool. 


— 
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Many people enjoyed the plentiful food that was offered by 

Student Activities. 


Sokhary Sok photo 
Free gifts were also on the menu for those who came to the open house, 
such as mini staplers and tote bags. 


Students gathered around a game of ping- 
pong as their classmates went head to head. 


